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SHARING CHRIST’S LOVE 
WITH THE WORLD 

Saint Paul 

Lutheran Church 

Christian Education this summer... 
 

 

Sundays @ 9:15am in Richardson Hall   

 
 

Adults and Youth 
 

In July we will see the Liturgy Come To Life as we discuss the 

history and meaning of the various parts of our worship services, 

and celebrate how our worship brings us into communion both with 

the historical church, as well as today‟s world. 
 

In August we will discuss  

Love Wins: A Book About Heaven, Hell, and the Fate of Every 

Person Who Ever Lived, by Rob Bell.   
 

This book has caused quite a stir, as it addresses 

questions of salvation, repentance, heaven, and 

hell.   

“Millions of Christians have struggled with how 

to reconcile God's love and God's judgment: Has 

God created billions of people over thousands of 

years only to select a few to go to heaven and 

everyone else to suffer forever in hell?  

Is this acceptable to God?  

How is this "good news"? 

Let‟s read the book together and find out what all the buzz is about!  

Class will meet Sundays between services during the month  

of August. 

Watch for the bulletin insert or call the church office if you would 

like to order a book. The cost is $13.45. Checks can be written to St. 

Paul Lutheran Church, and include “Love Wins” in the memo.   

Orders will be taken until July 17th. 
 

Please contact Stephanie Luedtke,  

Minister for Music and Discipleship with questions.  
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PASTOR AND CHURCH COUNCIL 

Southeastern Synod Assembly June 3 - 5, 2011 in Atlanta, GA 
 

The theme for the weekend was “Listen to Your Children Praying”.  

This was emphasized in every wonderfully executed worship service 

that was  planned by Pastor Kevin and his committee, as well as 

throughout the plenary sessions.  

 

Several resolutions were passed including restructuring the Linn 

Fund, promoting awareness of suicide prevention, and thanking those 

who had planned and participated in the 2011 Assembly. 

 

We attended a workshop led by Rev. Bradley Schmiling of St. John‟s 

Lutheran Church in Atlanta about, “Your next mission Trip is on Sun-

day Morning”. This was an interesting lecture on how to continue 

your Sunday worship experience after the service and into the outside 

world. 

 

For other Assembly highlights and pictures, refer to the following Google site. 

 

https://sites.google.com/site/sesassembly2011/home  
 

 

Interested in being a member of St. Paul? 

 Have you searched for a place to call home?  

 Have you looked for a community to share your gifts and grow in faith?  

 Have you yearned for a large extended family that will support you,        

uplift you, walk with you, and help you grow as a disciple of Jesus 

Christ?  
 

 

Then we welcome you home to St. Paul Lutheran Church to:   
 * Worship with us,  

 * Dine with us,  

 * Fellowship with us,  

 * Grow in Christian love toward one another with us. 
 

Come and learn more about St. Paul and what it means to be a member of this family of faith 

over a conversation with Pastor Kevin on Sunday August 7th from 9:15-10:15am in the Li-

brary.  If you decide to join, we will welcome you on Sunday, August 21st. 

If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Kevin at anytime 865-982-4285.   

PROCLAIMING MINISTRIES 

https://sites.google.com/site/sesassembly2011/home
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REMINDER FROM YOUR FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
The July 2011 through June 2012 Envelope Packets are available for pickup on a table in the 

church hall.  Note that your envelope number may have changed.  If you don‟t find a packet 

with your name on it, didn't change to giving through the Mountain National Bank (MNB) 

account, or just want an envelope packet this year, please contact me.  When using the enve-

lopes, please fill in the dollar amount and if paying by check, put your check number next to 

the dollar amount.   
 

Thank you to all who have turned in your Estimate of Giving cards for the period July 1, 

2011-June 30, 2012.  If you haven't received one, you can pick one up on the usher's table in 

the church hallway.  When you complete yours, you can turn it in to Sue Tyler in the church 

office or put it in my folder in the hallway by Richardson Hall.   

The first Sunday for the new commitment is July 3, 2011. 

You can call me at 865-405-9474, 423-884-6317 or e-mail me on hpcp2@tds.net, 

Herb Perry 

SUPPORTING/GROWING MINISTRIES 

 

SCRIP  
is now available for purchase during regular church office hours 

What is SCRIP?!! Scrip is simply a word that means “substitute money” – in other words, scrip is gift 

cards from national and local retailers. They’re the same gift cards that you buy at the store. 

How does Scrip work? 

Scrip is a gift card program that allows you to purchase gift cards from a wide variety of retailers 

including restaurants, grocery and department stores, movie theaters, hotels, and even gas stations. By 

using these gift cards for your every day purchases, money you are already spending, you earn money 

for the church. 

mailto:hpcp2@tds.net
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DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRIES 
 

           An era has ended               By: Stephanie Luedtke             

    Minister for Music & Discipleship 
 

                                                                                Oprah Winfrey has ended the 25-year run of her net-

work television show, but the profound influence she 

has had on American culture continues through her TV 

network, print magazine, website and blog. In her 

“love letter” to her viewers, she describes her tumultu-

ous journey and  ascribes the success she has enjoyed 

to her “team and   Jesus”.   

"I have felt the presence of God my whole life. Even when I didn't have a name for it, I could 

feel the voice bigger than myself speaking to me, and all of us have that same voice. Be still 

and know it. You can acknowledge it or not. You can worship it or not. You can praise it, you 

can ignore it or you can know it. Know it. It's always there speaking to you and waiting for you 

to hear it in every move, in every decision. I wait and I listen. I'm still—I wait and listen for the 

guidance that's greater than my meager mind.”  

(www.oprah.com/oprahshow/The-Oprah-Winfrey-Show-Finale_1/8) 
 

Oprah‟s brand of faith is not unique, and it‟s not entirely Christian, either.  It‟s what researchers 

call “Moralistic Therapeutic Deism”, and is a common belief system articulated by young 

Americans.  In the landmark 2005 “National Study of Youth and Religion”, researchers found 

that a large majority of teenagers consider themselves religious, and many of those say they are 

Christian. (http://www.ymtoday.com/articles/2664/the-national-study-of-youth-and-religion-in-

a-nutshell)   

Faith matters to young people, but most are unable to clearly articulate what that faith entails.  

Moralistic Therapeutic Deism is a de facto belief system that describes a god who created the 

world and watches over it, and who wants people to be nice and fair.  The goal of our life is to 

be happy and to feel good, and if we are good, we will go to heaven.  It is a watered down ver-

sion of the best and most appealing parts of all world religions, but is specific to none. 
 

So, how do we overcome the profound influence popular media have on our children’s  

faith development?  How do we teach them about the tenets of our faith?   

Parents and mentors can validate the faith that children and youth share with us, and use their 

statements of belief as a jumping off point for conversation.  Ask questions and go deeper.  

Challenge them with specific points to consider.  For example, if your child says that she be-

lieves in a God who wants us to be good and fair to one another, show her places in the Bible 

where Jesus speaks of how we are to treat one another.   

“Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother or 

sister has something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be rec-

onciled to them; then come and offer your gift” (Matthew 5:23-24).   

Take it a step further and ask if she has had experiences of reconciliation with a sibling or 

friend, or if she feels a current need for reconciliation. 

But then there are those times when kids ask the deep questions, and we have no idea where to 

begin the answer, or we simply feel we don‟t have the theological understanding to even ad-

http://www.oprah.com/oprahshow/The-Oprah-Winfrey-Show-Finale_1/8
http://www.ymtoday.com/articles/2664/the-national-study-of-youth-and-religion-in-a-nutshell
http://www.ymtoday.com/articles/2664/the-national-study-of-youth-and-religion-in-a-nutshell
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dress the question.  Ask someone who knows more to help you!  You can introduce your child 

to another adult who can become a spiritual mentor for both of you.   

Here are a few other resources to get you started: 
 

Luther’s Small Catechism was written to aid parents in the spiritual instruc-

tion of their children 

The Lutheran Handbook is the self-proclaimed “essential field guide for all 

things Lutheran”, including thorough and often comical information on 

things from the Creeds to how to properly sing a hymn. 

Lutheran Study Bible includes scholarly articles and introductions to each 

book of the Bible, as well as margin notes.  

St. Paul 

Lutheran 

Church Urban 

Immersion Trip 

to Atlanta, GA 

July 7-10, 2011 
 

Thursday, July 7, 2011 

8:30am Depart from St. Paul Lutheran Church 

11:30am Stop for Lunch ($$$Bring Money) 

12:30pm Arrive at St. John‟s Lutheran Church  

2:00pm Grocery Shopping Trip 

3:00pm Back at St. John‟s 

3:00-5:00pm Games and activities at the church 

5:00-7:30pm Dinner out 

8:00pm Evening Prayer at St. John‟s (Pastor Kevin) 

9:00-11:00pm Free Time and Hanging out 

12midnight Lights Out 
 

Friday, July 8, 2011 

7:00am Wake-Up 

7:15am Breakfast and Morning Prayer 

7:45am Depart for Mercy House 

8:00am-2:00pm Volunteer work with Atlanta‟s 

Homeless population 

2:15pm Back at St. John‟s to freshen up 

2:30pm Depart for King Center 

3:00-4:30pm King Center Tour 

5:30pm Dinner out in Atlanta 

8:00pm Evening Prayer at St. John‟s (Stephanie 

Luedtke) 

9:00-11:00pm Free Time and Hanging out 

12midnight Lights Out 

Saturday, July 9, 2011 

7:00am Wake-Up 

7:30am Breakfast and Morning Prayer 

8:30am Depart for Synagogue 

9:00am-11:00am Worship at Shearith Israel 

Synagogue 

12noon Lunch at St. John‟s 

Saturday, July 9, 2011 

1:30pm Tour of the President Jimmy Carter Center 

3:00pm Possible tour of World of Coke 

5:00pm-8:00pm Underground Atlanta for shopping 

and dinner ($$$Bring Money) 

8:30pm Evening Prayer at St. John‟s (Sue Tyler) 

9:00-11:00pm Free Time and Hanging Out 

12midnight Lights Out 
 

Sunday, July 10, 2011 

7:00am Wake-Up 

7:30am Breakfast and Morning Prayer 

8:30am Clean and Pack-Up 

10:00am Depart St. John‟s 

11:00am Worship at Iglesia Lutherana Sagrada 

Familia (all Hispanic Lutheran Church) 

12:30pm Depart for Maryville, TN 

1:30pm Lunch on the way home ($$$Bring Money) 

4:30pm Arrive at St. Paul 

 

WHAT TO BRING 
-Sleeping Bag, Pillow, Sheet-Comfortable Clothes and Walking 

Shoes-Sun Screen-Money for the meals on your own -Games to 

play-Bible-Snacks-Great attitude for serving 

 

Cost$75.00 per person made payable to St. Paul 

Lutheran Church 

DEADLINE IS JULY 4, 2011 PLEASE RETURN 

TO SUE TYLER IN THE CHURCH OFFICE 

DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRIES 
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Did you ever wonder how a hymn came to be written? 

How Great Thou Art 
"How Great Thou Art" is a well know hymn of praise among God's people. The  translation to English was 

written by Stuart K. Hine (1899-1989), as well as the musical tune arrangement, with Manna Music of Swed-

ish text. The text was based on the Bible scripture Psalm 145:3 "Great is the Lord, and most worthy of praise; 

his greatness no one can fathom." 

The original Swedish text was a poem entitled "O Store Gud," written in 1886 by a Swedish preacher Carl 

Boberg, a successful editor.  Boberg's inspiration for "How Great Thou Art" came from a visit to a beautiful 

country estate on the southeast coast of Sweden. "He got caught in a midday thunderstorm with awe-inspiring 

moments of flashing violence, followed by a clear brilliant sun. Soon afterwards he heard the calm, sweet 

songs of the birds in nearby trees." 

The experience prompted Boberg to "fall to his knees in humble adoration of his mighty God." A nine-stanza 

poem beginning with the Swedish words "O Store Gud, nar jag den varld beskader" captured his exaltation of 

how great God is. Years later, while attending a gathering in the Province of Varmländ, Boberg was surprised 

to hear the congregation sing his poem to the tune of an old Swedish melody. 

PARISH LIFE MINISTRIES 

 

 

 

 

Last months Chrismon workshop was 

scheduled from 10-2 to allow more people to 

participate and to allow those who wished, to 

work for a longer time. It was very successful, 

so the July Chrismon workshop will take 

place July 16 from 10-2.  

We will order lunch, so bring a few dollars to 

cover the cost. Some people are working on 

cross stitching or putting sequins and pearls on 

Styrofoam shapes and some are making 

beaded Chrismons.  

We are working towards having a beautiful 

Christmas tree this December! 
 

WELCA Synod Assembly   

Lake Gundersville Park in Alabama 

September 16-18.  

 Registration forms are available on the 

bulletin board if you are interested in 

attending. 

Each year the Synod Assembly asks women to 

bring health kits for Lutheran World Relief to 

use in times of disaster. Please bring these 

items and place them in the WELCA bins to 

the left of the member folders. 

 
Each year items are also collected for 

distribution by a local charity. This year we are 

asked to contribute gift cards for Kroger or 

Walmart.  If you can make a contribution, give 

the money to Erika Hanes (checks made out to 

St. Paul), and she will purchase cards from our 

congregation‟s Scrip supply. 

SPAM will meet at the Jordon/Kenworthy 

Home, 1509 Dunbarton Dr on  July l9, 2011 

at 4:00pm for a splash in the pool. 

Bring wine and an appetizer to share.  

If you have garden produce to share, bring it 

along. 

 In Aug. we will tour the Bush Bean Plant, in 

Sevierville - dont miss this! There is a 

wonderful shop next door and we may go 

elsewhere.  Stay Tuned! 

 Dark colored hand towels,  

 washcloths,  

 bath size bars of soap,  

 toothbrushes in original packaging,  

 combs,  

 metal nail files or clippers with file attached,  

 Band-aids. 

WORSHIP MINISTRIES 
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VOLUNTEER OF 

THE MONTH 
Jean Beck, formerly an 

Educational Interpreter for 

the Deaf and Hard of Hear-

ing while living in Roches-

ter, MN, continues to share 

her special skills.  Weekly 

she volunteers at New Providence Presbyte-

rian Church‟s Welcome Table signing for deaf 

guests.  She feels blessed by all the many 

friends she has made through sign language.  

Additionally, many of us have had our worship 

experience enhanced when she has signed a 

lesson during one of our Sunday services. 

Upon joining our church in January, 2010, 

Jean began singing in our adult choir.  Soon 

afterwards she joined the Maryville College 

Community Choir and participated in the first 

concert at the gala event held at the new Clay-

ton Center for the Arts.  In April, 2010 she be-

gan volunteering as an usher there.  Within 5 

months, she had accumulated 55 hours of vol-

unteer service, second to another usher with 78 

volunteer hours!  She continues to volunteer as 

much as possible. 

Jean feels her stewardship is to sing in St. 

Paul‟s adult choir and to assist in worship ser-

vices whenever possible.  She states her per-

sonal prayer has been “that God would guide 

me and help me to make a difference.” 
 

 

Enjoy this season’s blueberries.    

A study in the Journal of Agricultural and 

Food Chemistry has found that the antioxi-

dants in these berries may help 

prevent age-related short-term 

memory loss and slow the effects 

of aging on the brain.   

Volunteers needed! 

The Senior Nutrition Program 

(under the Blount County Community 

Action Agency)  

is in need of volunteers to help deliver meals 

to homebound seniors living in Blount County. 

Volunteers are needed 1-3 hours weekly, bi-

weekly or monthly depending on your avail-

ability. 

Requirements are: 

 Must be at least 18 years old 

 Fill out a Senior Nutrition Volunteer Appli-

cation 

 Have a vehicle, valid driver's license, and 

vehicle insurance 

 Pass a background check 

 Love serving the community 

If you are interested and/or need additional in-

formation, please call  

Karen at 983-8411 ext. 27 or 26 

 

St. Paul will 

serve as Family 

Promise hosts 

during the week 

of July 24-July 30.  If you are in the church 

during these dates you will see God's love in 

action. Family Promise is a community minis-

try where local churches rotate as hosts pro-

viding shelter, meals, support and encourage-

ment to homeless families with children.  

There are many opportunities to be involved in 

this ministry.  

Overnight hosts are especially needed.  
 

Volunteer training will be offered at Green 

Meadow United Methodist Church on 

Thursday, July 21 at 6:30 pm.  

Contact Laura Mallette (984-5396) or see the 

sign up sheets in the Welcome Center.  

SERVING MINISTRIES 
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ELCA CHURCH WIDE 

 

 

A Reflection on Human Dignity  
 

By Dennis Frado 

Director 

Lutheran Office for World Community 

Give justice to the weak and the orphan; maintain the right of the lowly and the destitute. – Psalm 82:3 

Quite a few years ago, Lutheran Seminary Professor Karl H. Hertz wrote a handy small volume entitled 

“Politics is a Way of Helping People”.  I„ve always liked that title (as well as the book itself) because it de-

scribed for me a positive Christian outlook on what some consider an unworthy activity.  Of course, politics 

can have and has had its decidedly lesser moments, but it has a great potential for public good that ought not 

to be underrated.  

Our 1991 social statement, The Church in Society: A Lutheran Perspective, says, “The Gospel liberates from 

sin, death, and evil and motivates the church to care for the neighbor and the earth… Faith is active in love; 

love calls for justice in the relationships and structures of society. It is in grateful response to God's grace in 

Jesus Christ that this church carries out its responsibility for the well-being of society and the environ-

ment.”  We also believe that each person (believer or non-) is created in the image of God (imago dei) and 

that each therefore has dignity.  

Internationally-recognized human rights can be understood as providing a legal (and secular) basis for pro-

tecting each person‟s dignity.  They and our church‟s obligation “to advocate in hope with poor and power-

less people” (The Church in Society) mean that where we and society – via government – choose our finan-

cial priorities say something about how we as Christians understand the fulfillment of these assertions. 

As we and our legislators scrutinize federal budget priorities these claims should be foremost in our minds as 

well as our hearts.  That is a call raised by A Circle of Protection signed by a growing number of religious 

Christian leaders.  

What would it mean for human dignity if we reduce funding for international emergency response 

needs?  How quickly could international groups, like UNICEF and the World Food Programme, as well as 

the U.S. Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance respond to earthquakes, tsunamis and severe drought of the 

kind we have faced in such the past two years? 

What will budget cuts mean for our efforts to prevent the deaths of an estimated 6 million children under five 

worldwide who have treatable diseases or the half million women who die during pregnancy, most while giv-

ing birth or shortly thereafter?  Great progress has been made in the global effort to prevent HIV and AIDS 

but, without public resources such as that provided by the President‟s Emergency Plan For AIDS Relief 

(PEPFAR) for the past 8 years, this work, such as preventing transmission to 20,000 infants annually, will 

slow to a crawl or end. 

For more than 70 years Lutherans in this country and around the world have responded to the needs of refu-

gees seeking asylum from a well-founded fear of persecution.  We have sponsored and resettled more than 

351,000 in the U.S. alone partly using federal assistance. Some of these individuals have suffered some of 

the worst types of human rights abuses, such as torture. Even with the generous help for these new arrivals 

by members of our congregations, how can such opportunities to start a new life in fuller freedom continue 

without such essential help?    

These programs serve the human faces whose plight would be affected. As we discuss the federal budget, are 

we and our political leaders thinking about them? 

Prayer for the Journey 
Lord, as we were all created in your image, help us pray for everyone who is not treated with dignity and 

respect. We ask for your guidance on how we can welcome the stranger in our midst. Give us the strength 

and courage to speak out with and for others who have not been permitted to realize the same unalienable 

rights as us. Make us instruments of your peace. Amen.  
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BIRTHDAYS 

JULY 2011 BIRTHDAYS 

 &  anniversaries 

July 4     Jim Pitts 

July 5    Helen Johnson 

July 7    Patty Rostad 

July 8    Leona Patty 

July 11  Valari Burts 

July 11  Marion Burchfield 

July 12   Carol Galyon 

July 14   Bertha Franks 

July 14   Patty Harmon 

July 19   Suzette Stauffer 

July 19   Dee Dee Walker 

July 20   Ed Kreider 

July 20   Dorothy Bronkhorst 

July 20   Herb Perry 

July 20   Jacqueline Conzemius 

July 24   Walter Hawsey 

July 24   Mike Culross 

July 24   Philip Tyler 

July 26   Charlie Malin 

July 26   Stu Ulseth 

July 28   Jim Foster 

July 28   Chuck White 

July 30   Laura King 

July 2    Jim and Ann Hall 

July 2    Jim and Sharon Pitts 

July 5    Kurt and Gail Vollman 

July 12  Dallas and Dorine Keeble 

July 27   James and Carolyn Speck 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 



If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter 

please contact the church office at 982-4285 or 

splchurch@bellsouth.net.  Thank You.              

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

Maryville, TN 

Permit No. 128 

Sharing Christ’s Love 

With the World 

429 Sandy Springs Road 
Maryville, TN 37803 

Phone: 865-982-4285 
Fax: 865-977-8070 
E-mail: splchurch@bellsouth.net. 
Web : http://www.stpaulmaryville.org/ 
 
The Rev. Kevin L. Strickland, Pastor 
 
Church Office Hours :  9:00 am—2:30pm                               
Monday—Friday 

Dates of Interest 

Discipleship:  
Thursday - Sunday, July 7-10th ~ Urban Immersion Trip - Atlanta 
Wednesday, July 20th ~ Youth Swimming at the Hanes’ ~ 6:00pm 
Wednesday, July 27th ~ Youth Picnic in the Mountains ~ 5:00pm 
 
Parish Life: 
Thursday, July 7th ~ Men in Mission Picnic - Louisville Point Park ~ 6:00pm 
Saturday, July 16th ~ Chrismon Workshop ~ 10:00am - 2:00pm 
Tuesday, July 19th ~ SPAM Pool Party ~ 4:00pm 
 
Serving: 
July 24th-31st ~ Family Promise 
 
Worship: 
The choir will be taking a short break during July and August.   
If you would like to present music during the offertory please contact Stephanie. 
 
Administrative: 
Tuesday, July 5th ~ Capital Campaign Team ~ 7:00pm 

Saint Paul 

Lutheran Church 
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