
   

Brothers and Sisters, 

Join in prayer as we mark the tenth anniversary of the tragedy of 9-11-2001, 

we do so, by opening up our church to the wider community and offering 

time for prayer, hope, and healing. Various members of clergy will be      

present and we encourage you to make time to be present at this service.  
 

O God, strength of those who believe in you, give comfort and clarity of vision to us 

in this time of need. Open our ears to hear your voice and obey your will;  

open our hearts that true justice and wisdom may abound;  

and open our hands that violent resolution of conflict may cease,                  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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PASTOR AND CHURCH COUNCIL 

Pastoral Ponderings:  
 

―What’s going on at St. Paul                    

Lutheran Church these days?‖   
 

This question was asked of me recently by a col-

league in ministry.  We were having coffee and I told 

him, ―Well, you may want to get another cup; it will 

take me awhile to answer that.‖  I hope your senses 

are the same.  Sunday school and Wednesday night 

activities are starting up this month, as well as choir 

and other school year activities.  Theology Uncorked, 

our once a month discussion for adults is back in gear.  

Our council is hard at work with preparing for fall activities and a 2012 Spending Plan for Mission and Minis-

try.  As well in the next few weeks you will be hearing from our newly formed 2014 Capital Campaign Team, 

who has exciting news to share with the congregation and preparing us for launching what will be a great op-

portunity for our congregation. 

 

We continue to be a congregation that is passionate about serving the needs of our neighbors locally and glob-

ally.  We continue to offer opportunities for service through the ministries of Good Neighbors, Community 

Food Connection, and Family Promise.  These ministries continue to need momentum and your support of 

time, presence, and resources.  Our congregation‘s WELCA group is actively involved in preparing health kits 

to send to individuals around the world that are in desperate need of supplies.  Our Men in Mission are gearing 

up for another wonderful Oktoberfest. 

 

Our Confirmation program is beginning a new year this month and will be serving at Salvation Army.  Our 

youth just arrived back from a weekend retreat discussing Justice and Advocacy.  Our children will be engag-

ing in service to our neighbors at Sterling House.  On September 11th we are hosting a community service of 

prayer for the 10th anniversary of 9-11-2001. 

 

St. Paul is a congregation that has a lot going on these days.  What are you doing to be part of the mission and 

ministry of this place?  Do you feel you have a place to serve?  Or, is there a ministry that you are passionate 

about that we are not engaged in?  If so, please let me or our Volunteer Ministries Coordinator, Marsha Bryant 

know.  We have not only a lot of engaging ministries to offer the community and ourselves, but we are a 

church that is called to be a welcome place to ALL PEOPLE! 

 

Do people hear you telling the stories of God‘s work in this place?  Have you invited someone to take part in 

God‘s mission in this place?  If you have not, I encourage you to tell the story to all you come in contact with 

and invite your neighbor to this place of grace.  What‘s going on at St. Paul Lutheran Church? 

 

Transformation is happening—Disciples are being formed—Neighbors are being served—Loved is being 

shown—Grace is out poured!  Come and be part of this great opportunity and family of faith! 

 

 

Serving together in mission, 
 

 

 

Pastor Kevin 
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SUPPORTING/GROWING MINISTRIES 

REMINDER FROM YOUR FINANCIAL SECRETARY 

At the end of July, 23 families were using the system, an increase from 17 in February. As this program grows, 

benefits for the church include more stable income flow especially during high vacation periods, less teller 

handling of money, and a more committed congregation to "first fruits giving".  Benefits to members include 

stopping weekly or monthly writing of checks, retaining control of $ amount & frequency of giving, and a 

commitment to "first fruits giving".  As electronic banking continues to propagate and we continue to grow our 

participation in the system, both MNB representatives and we are hopeful that electronic transfer is possible in 

the near future.  Our present goal is to grow our monthly transactions to 50  (there were 29 in May and 26 in 

July).  The deposits can be set up monthly, semi-monthly, or even weekly. 

 

If you are ready to sign up to send your stewardship gifts to Saint Paul using the Mountain National Bank 

(MNB) account, here are the steps to do so:   

1.  Call me or e-mail me for St. Paul's MNB account number.   

2. Go into your bank's on-line bill pay system and click on "Add Payee".    

3. Enter the following information where appropriate: St Paul Lutheran Church c/o MNB, ATTN April Har-

vey, 1820 W. Broadway, Maryville TN 37801, tel # 865-984-9991, St. Paul's account number, and enter your 

envelope number on the memo line if possible.  

 

You can call me at 865-405-9474, 423-884-6317 or e-mail me on hpcp2@tds.net, 

  

Herb Perry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Council has called a special congregation meeting  

Sunday Sept. 11th, 2011  

Richardson Hall following the 10:30 service  

The congregation will vote on this recommendation.  

1 – For every $1.00 individually committed, $3.00 will be matched from the Endowment Board. 

2- Ten percent (10% ) of congregation‘s commitment to the campaign will be used to help fund a church 

passion each year.  In 2012 that passion will be a church wide mission trip.  In 2013 that passion will be to 

call a Vicar (a third year seminary student who would work for St. Paul for one year as part of his/her ministry 

education).  In 2014 that passion would be to build a church pavilion on the church property for the 

community and church to use. 

3- The remaining 90 % of congregation‘s commitment and the endowment match would be paid on our 

building loan and reduce our monthly payments in December of 2011, 2012 & 2013. 

4- The endowment fund account balance would not be drawn below $100,000. 

 

Tom Sims and Pastor Kevin will be available in the Cry Room on Sunday Sept. 4th at 9:30 if you would like 

to discuss this recommendation. Please plan to be present at the called meeting on September 11th. 

mailto:hpcp2@tds.net
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WORSHIP MINISTRIES 

September 4th ~ Vocation Sunday 

Remembering and giving thanks for all people who work. 

 If you wear a uniform, wear it to Church 

 If you wear a name tag, wear that to church 

 Are you retired?  What do you like to do around the home, 

wear that to Church. 

 Are you in school? Wear something that represents that. 

 Are you a homemaker? Wear something that represents that. 

  
 

September 25th ~ Women of the ELCA Service ~ Renew Your Heart 

 

  

Invite a Friend 
  

St. Paul Lutheran 

Church 
 

Outdoor Worship         

         & Annual Picnic 
 

Sunday,  

October 2, 2011 

10:00am 
 

Children’s Sunday School Activities 

will begin at 9:00am 

 

Bring your Pet for the  

Blessing of the Animals  

to take place during the service 
 

No Services will take place at St. Paul -  

One service only at the park. 

Pearson Springs Park 

1467 Montvale Station Rd,  

Maryville, TN 37803 

Thrivent Financial  

will provide the  

picnic lunch. 

 

Bring a lawn chair and 

enjoy the days 

activities. 
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DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRIES 

Confirmation Schedule 
 

September 

11th: 9:30-10:15am Sunday school ~ Old Testament 

        4pm Community Memorial Service for 9/11/01 @St. Paul 
 

18th: 9:30-10:15am Sunday school ~ Old Testament 

        12noon -1:30pm Lunch and Class 

 *Turn in Mentor Names  
 

25th: 9:30-10:15am Sunday school ~ Old Testament 

 *Turn in Interview on unfamiliar member of the church 
 

October 

2nd: 9:30-10:15am Sunday school ~ Old Testament 
 

9th: 9:30-10:15am Sunday school ~ Reformers 

     5:6:30pm Dinner and Class (Prepare for Reformation Sunday) 
 

16th: 9:30-10:15am Sunday school ~ Reformers 
 

23rd: 9:30-10:15am Sunday school 

        Afternoon Service Project at Salvation Army TBA 
 

30th: 9:30-10:15am Sunday school ~ Reformers 

        10:30am Festival Service of the Reformation (Confirmands to assist) 

 

College can be a wonderful stepping stone to adulthood! It is both a time of 

intellectual, social and personal growth. The encouragement to continue and 

grow in one‘s faith relationship with Jesus Christ and his body church is vital. 

Our congregations‘ plan to extend care to these future leaders of our Church 

can make a real difference in helping each youth know that their faith is important to their church.  
http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Life-Transitions/Youth-Issues/Leaving-Home.aspx 

Consider adding them to your daily/weekly prayers or mail them a note of encouragement. 
 

St. Paul College Students 

Hannah Bryant 3663 Wayne Bryant Rd.   Louisville TN 37777 

Isaac Bryant 3663 Wayne Bryant Rd.   Louisville TN 37777 

Josh Burts 2105 N. Greenwood Dr. Apt. # 19 Johnson City TN 37604 

Shane Burts 2105 N. Greenwood Dr. Apt. # 19 Johnson City TN 37604 

Justin Gillespie 910 Mountain View Ave.   Maryville TN 37803 

Stacy Mallette In the Dominican Republic this Semester       

Wendy Mallette In Costa Rica this Semester         

Cassie Neeley 2105 N. Greenwood Dr. Apt. # 19 Johnson City TN 37604 

Abigail Searfoss           

Kyle Tyler 2105 N. Greenwood Dr. Apt. # 7 Johnson City TN 37604 

Micah Walker           

Chris Ward 335 S. Longhollow Rd   Maryville TN 37801 
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DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRIES 

What’s For Dinner? 
 

Change.  It‘s one of the hardest things for people to adjust to,  

but from time to time it is a good refresher for us. 
 

 

This fall we will offer a less complicated meal.  There will only be one entrée and that will be catered.  The 

cost will increase to $4.00 per person or $12.00 per family. 

If the entrée being served does not meet with your food preference or the cost is more than you can afford, you 

are welcome to bring your own food and still join with us for fellowship during the meal time. 

 

Sept. 7th    5:30pm – Meal ~ Taco Salad or Nachos 

                  6:30pm – Worship 

                  7:00pm – Choir Practice 

 

Sept. 14th  5:30pm – Meal ~ Turkey, Mashed Potatoes/Gravy, Corn, Salad, Rolls 

                  6:15pm – Intergenerational Arts & Faith 

                  7:00pm – Choir Practice 

 

Sept. 21st  5:30pm – Meal ~ Spaghetti/Meat sauce, Salad, Rolls 

                  6:15pm – Intergenerational Arts & Faith 

                  7:00pm – Choir Practice 

 

Sept. 28th  5:30pm – Meal ~ Pizza, Salad 

                  6:15pm – Game Night 

                  7:00pm – Choir Practice 
 

We will need more volunteers for smaller tasks.  We need people to prepare salad which can be done any-

time on those days.  In the afternoon, we will need teams to help with the drink station and serving line and 

after the meal we will need a team for clean up.  There is a sign up poster in the Fellowship Hall.  Please sign 

up for nights you can help. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Laura King 233-4086 or Carla McMillion 977-6052. 

Faith Alive is returning in September!  
Let‘s take a break from our hectic week  

to come together as the family of God.   

 

 + We will gather at 5:30pm to share a meal.   

  

 + Activities begin at 6:15pm  and, include worship (first 

 week of the month), classes, activities, and general fun!  

 

We will kick the year off in September with a month-long focus on Worship and Arts.   

 

Worship on Sept. 7th will explore our identities as people created by a loving God to 

be creators in our world.   

 

The following two weeks will be an intergenerational time of bible study and artistic 

creation.   

Come see what the excitement is about!  
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Ladies, mark your calendars for special women‘s 

activities on the last weekend of September. You will 

again have the opportunity to purchase a wide variety 

of Fair Trade goods—watch the SPEN for times. The 

community is invited to this event. 

 

The church service on September 25 will be led by the 

women of St. Paul, with the theme of Renew Your 

Heart.‖ We‘ll be looking for women to usher that day 

and a women‘s choir will sing. Women are asked to 

wear green to church that day. 

 

Ladies continue to gather to make Chrismons. The 

next scheduled workshop is Sept. 24 from 10-2. No 

special skills are needed and we have a good time, so 

join us for as much of that day as you can. 

 

The WELCA board will meet Sept. 20 at 7:00pm to 

plan Christmas activities. All are welcome. 

 

Theology Uncorked   

Tuesday, September 13th  

7:00pm 
 

We will be discussing what do Lutherans believe 

about the Death Penalty. Please read the ELCA Social 

Statement prior to our gathering: http://www.elca.org/

What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Social-Statements/

Death-Penalty.aspx  

Printed copies are available in the church office. 

125 Vineyard Hill Way, Maryville, TN (Sue Tyler‘s 

Home, call 556-6432 for directions) 
 

 

 

 

Thursday, September 1st ~ 11:00am   

For all who have signed up to 

see "Chicago" the musical,   

meet at the church to carpool  

 

Tuesday, September 20th ~ Noon 

Potluck and meeting to discuss plans for October, 

November and December Spam meetings.  Please 

bring ideas of things you would like to do 

 

 

Men in Mission Meeting  

Thursday, September 1st ~ 7:00pm 
All men High School age and up are invited to this 

meeting, to make plans for Fellowship, Learning, and 

Serving in our congregation. 

Oktoberfest ~ Churchwide Planning will also take 

place. 

 Help is needed to plan: 

 Advertising 

 Ticket Sales  

 Decorating  

 Set-up 

 Clean-up 

 Cooking 

Please join the planning team if you have an interest in 

one of these areas.  

All Ministry teams should have a representative at this 

meeting.  

 

Great Smoky Mountain Heritage Center’s,  

Blue Ribbon Country Fair 
 

We need a few outgoing people from Thrivent and St. Paul to help with a community project September 24 

at the Great Smoky Mountain Heritage Center‘s, Blue Ribbon Country Fair.  

Thrivent matches up to $600.00 for the Spring Quilt Show at the Heritage Center in Townsend. 

You can work one of two shifts of 3 hours each. We need teams of 4 people, so get your friends and have a 

ball at the Country Fair. Lunch will be provided. This is a fun way to help our community support the Great 

Smoky Mountain Heritage Center.  

Please contact Winnie Johnson 982-2237 or Suzanne Bielenberg 681-7884 for more details 

PARISH LIFE MINISTRIES 

http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Social-Statements/Death-Penalty.aspx
http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Social-Statements/Death-Penalty.aspx
http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Social-Statements/Death-Penalty.aspx
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SERVING MINISTRIES 

PROCLAIMING MINISTRIES 

September 2011 

Dear friends in Christ, 

In the middle of July, Frankie and I traveled across Tennessee to Christ Lutheran Church at Fairfield Glades.  

They are partners with us in Mission by generously supporting us financially.  I provided a summary of who 

we are, what we are doing, and our progress so far.  As part of that presentation, I summarized the make-up 

of our active worshippers.  Right now, we have approximately forty active worshippers.  We worship around 

thirty every Sunday.  I reviewed who our active worshippers are.  The results were interesting.  Five wor-

shippers became active with Cross of Grace because they wanted to be involved with a new mission.  Ten 

worshippers came from other communities of faith to worship with us.  Twelve could be classified as inac-

tive.  Fourteen were unchurched. 

Twenty-six of the forty worshippers, or 65%, came or returned to worship, sharing with one another the 

grace of God.  As one active worshipper said, ‗We are serving those people of God who did not, could not, 

or would not find a spiritual home in other communities of faith.‖ 

That‘s the primary function of what Christ calls us to be and to do.  That‘s why we make initial calls 

monthly.  That‘s why we consistently encourage worshippers to share their faith with people they know who 

are not part of a community of faith.  That‘s why we have events like, ―Cook-out, Cooked-in,‖ 

We were not able to make initial calls in July because of the heat.  We focused on prospects that have been 

identified.  Because of that, The results for ―Cook-out, Cooked-in‖ were positive.  We will have another one 

in August.  This time it‘s called, ―Summer Feast.‖  Our primary focus will always be mission. 

As a result of our efforts, there are two worshippers, who could have been called unchurched, who have been 

active with us for quite a while.  They are Myke Matney and Wayne Waskoski.  Wayne was baptized on 

May 1.  On September 4, we will ask God to bless their relationship as they continue their life together. 

 

Ed Wolff, Mission Pastor 

1103 Miller Drive 

Jonesborough, TN  37659 

Cell:       (423) 833-8932 

Church: (423) 833-8587 

New Members ~ Welcome Home! 
 

 

Deb Johnson moved to this area about three years ago from Corning, New York 

where she worshipped at Grace Fellowship.  Deb spent time working as a camp 

counselor and has many interests and talents common to counselors...  She enjoys all 

kinds of crafts, loves music, plays guitar (and harmonica!) and enjoys sports and 

spending time outdoors. She is especially interested in survival camping.  If there is ever 

an emergency, Deb is likely to have just what you need in her backpack! 

 
 

 

 

Lib Beaver has lived in Maryville most of her life, with the exception of 15 years when 

she lived in Florida. She moved back to Maryville in 1996. 

She has 6 children, all born and reared in Maryville, and 8 grandchildren and 11 great-

grandchildren who live in Georgia, Ohio, and Tennessee. 

Lib loves to read, plays bridge, enjoys a local senior citizens group and is looking 

forward to being active in the St. Paul family.  
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SERVING MINISTRIES 
   

The Gift that Keeps 

on Giving 
Fran Michael, sister of 

Beth Drane, was an active 

and long-time member of 

St. Paul.  She served in 

various roles within the 

church including Sunday 

School, VBS, and Financial 

Secretary.  Additionally, she was a Girl Scout leader. 

 Fran was also influential in creating a ministry that 

thrives today within St. Paul AFTER her death.  Fran 

loved doing needlework of all kinds—quilting, knit-

ting, crocheting, needlepoint and cross stitch.  Sadly, 

when she died in 2006, she left behind a ―stash‖ of 

needlework supplies including 7 large containers of 

fabrics.  Beth discussed with Fran‘s daughter, Evelyn, 

how best to find a good home for these supplies and 

material.  They knew Fran would want it to go to a 

worthwhile cause as opposed to being sold in a garage 

sale. 

Beth approached Shirley Lips and asked if she would 

be willing to help get a group together to make quilts 

using  this fabric.  The finished quilts would be do-

nated to charity organizations.  The first annual Quilt 

Fest was held March, 2007.  Since that time, one day 

each year continues to be set aside for a Quilt Fest.  

Additionally, a group of dedicated quilters work on 

projects throughout the year to provide a sufficient 

supply of quilts to meet the targeted need.  Much like 

the proverb of the loaves and fishes, Fran‘s fabric, a 

thoughtful and generous sister and daughter and a tal-

ented quilter, have brought to St. Paul the Comfort 

Quilts Ministry.  This ministry was born from a gift 

that keeps on giving. 

Comfort Quilts Ministry 
The Comfort Quilts Ministry grew out of a love of 

quilting and a love of offering comfort and hope to 

others.  We think that our motto – ―Wrapping People 

in God‘s Love One Quilt at a Time‖ describes our 

mission perfectly.   

Since October 2010 this  

ministry has given 37 quilts! 
 

Targeted recipients of our quilts are: 

St. Paul Members in Nursing Home 

Family Promise Children 

Newly baptized at St. Paul 

Long-term hospitalized members 

Chronically ill/homebound members 
 

Once a year, usually in January, we have a huge quilt 

fest day where everyone spends the day piecing quilt 

tops.  Kits have been prepared so that everyone can 

focus on the sewing of the tops.  This is a fun day, 

with a lot of sharing and community building taking 

place.  Anyone who sews is invited to take part in this 

event.  We even have several folks from the commu-

nity join us for the day!   
 

Of course, one day does not provide the number of 

quilt tops we need so a core group of dedicated 

quilters continue to piece tops throughout the year.  

One of our members quilts the tops on her long-arm 

quilting machine and then the volunteers do the bind-

ing and labels. 
 

This is a very rewarding ministry.  We have ―non-

sewers‖ who volunteer to provide lunch for us on our 

quilting day and others who volunteer to hand-sew 

bindings.  How cool it that?   If you would like more 

information about this exciting ministry, contact 

Shirley Lips at  

865-856-6608 or thequilthaus@yahoo.com 

 

Checked your Blood 

Pressure lately? 
 

 

 
 

St. Paul offers monthly blood pressure checks 

on the 2nd Sunday after each service.   

This months date is Sunday, September 11th  
 

From Covenant Health 

Think FAST 
Here is a quick reminder of the signs and symptoms 

of stroke; 

F—FACE Facial drooping? 

A—Arms One arm weak/numb—drooping? 

S—Speech Speech slurred? 

T—Time Call 911 immediately! 

mailto:thequilthaus@yahoo.com
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SEPTEMBER 2011 
BIRTHDAYS & anniversaries 

September 1   Lorraine Geary 

September 2   Sherri Clark 

September 2   Micah Walker 

September 3   Loda Wylie 

September 4   Kathi Wong 

September 6   Laura Lindquist 

September 8   Betty Ludwig 

September 8   Alyssa Rundle 

September 9   Pam Culross 

September 10  Paula Kenworthy 

September 10  Emily Jakobsen 

September 10  Asher Burchfield 

September 12  Denny Mansmith 

September 12  Josh Burts 

September 12  Kaitlin Kuzman 

September 13  Jim Rostad 

September 14  J.B. Johnson 

September 15  Lyla Lindquist 

September 18  Tiffany Burchfield 

September 19  Joe Birdwell 

September 19  Chris Ward 

September 20  Marsha Wynn 

September 21  Mary Nell Biehler 

September 22  Betsy Quickel 

September 23  Louise Bailey 

September 27  Warren Bielenberg 

September 28  Elly Carr 

September 28  Courtney Snoderly 

September 28  Mattie Wong 

September 29  Bob Block 

September 30  Amy Finn 

September 30  Janet Kocotos 

September 6    René & Kris Zimmer 

September 7    Regina & Cliff Culver 

September 12  Herb & Carol Perry 

September 17  Mike & Pam Culross 

September 17  Brian & Darla Kaufman 

September 20  Joe & Denice Birdwell 

September 24  Harry & Janet Kocotos 

September 25  Charlie & Jeannine Malin 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 

OVER 50 YEARS 

September 3   Ed & Jackie Kreider 

September 3   Will & Betty Ludwig 

September 6   Bob & Mary Frank 

September 13  Bob & Delores Block 

September 14  J.B. & Sylvia Johnson 

September 27  Bob & Carol Trosen 

September 27  Karl & Sandi Weber 



If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter 

please contact the church office at 982-4285 or 

splchurch@bellsouth.net.  Thank You.              

Non-Profit Org. 
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PAID 
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Permit No. 128 

Sharing Christ’s Love 

With the World 

429 Sandy Springs Road 
Maryville, TN 37803 

Phone: 865-982-4285 
Fax: 865-977-8070 
E-mail: splchurch@bellsouth.net. 
Web : http://www.stpaulmaryville.org/ 
 
The Rev. Kevin L. Strickland, Pastor 
 
Church Office Hours :  9:00 am—2:30pm                               
Monday—Friday 

Dates of Interest 

Discipleship:  
Sunday, September 4th ~ Rally Day 

Tuesday, September 6th ~ High School Youth ~ Breakfast @ Sweet Celebrations 

Wednesday, September 7th ~ Faith Alive Meal & Worship 

Wednesday, September 14th & 21st  ~ Faith Alive Meal & Art Bible Study 

Sunday, September 18th ~ Confirmation Class 

Wednesday, September 28th ~ Faith Alive Pizza & Game Night 
 

Parish Life: 
Thursday, September 1st ~ SPAM Trip to Crossville for  the musical Chicago 

Sunday, September 4th ~ Donut Fellowship ~ Between Services 

Tuesday, September 13th ~  Theology Un-corked 

Friday, September 16th ~ Jonathan Rundman Concert @ Messiah ~ 7:00pm  

Sunday, September 25th ~ Fair Trade Shopping  
 

Worship: 
Sunday, September 4th ~ Vocation Sunday ~ Both Services 

Sunday, September 11th  ~ Memorial Service ~ 4:00pm 

Sunday, September 25th ~ Renew Your Heart-Women led service  ~ Both Services 

Saint Paul 

Lutheran Church 


