
[image: ]Worship Plan for Sunday, September 13, 2026
16th Sunday After Pentecost


The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
GATHERING



                                                                                  
Prelude
Welcome/Announcements
Reflection - Preparing for Worship
[image: ]		Sing 3X

Please stand.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who pours love into our hearts
and healing upon the earth.
Amen.
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Compassionate God,
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.
Creation groans from overuse.
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love
to others.
Turn our hearts back to you.
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,
following the way of Jesus Christ.
Amen.
Hear this good news:
We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation,
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.
Amen.

[image: ]Gathering Song	All Creatures, Worship God Most High! 	ELW 835

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also, with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. 
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Please be seated.
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
WORD


FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21
A reading from Genesis.
15 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16 So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 17 ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20 Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21 So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM: Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13
 8 LORD, you are full of compas- | sion and mercy,
  slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love;
 9 you will not al- | ways accuse us,
  nor will you keep your an- | ger forever.
 10 You have not dealt with us according | to our sins,
  nor repaid us according to | our iniquities.
 11 For as the heavens are high a- | bove the earth,
  so great is your steadfast love for | those who fear you.
 12 As far as the east is | from the west,
  so far have you removed our transgres- | sions from us.
 13 As a father has compassion | for his children,
  so you have compassion for those who fear | you, O LORD. R



SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12
A reading from Romans.
1 Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. 2 Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3 Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat, for God has welcomed them. 4 Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.
  5 Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6 Those who observe the day, observe it for the Lord. Also those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to God, while those who abstain, abstain for the Lord and give thanks to God.
  7 For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8 If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.
  10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11 For it is written, 
 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
  and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
12 So then, each one of us will be held accountable.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Please stand.
[image: C:\Users\St. Pauls\Desktop\Worship Plans\Tirro\elw_hc8_alleluia.jpeg]Gospel Acclamation


GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
21 Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.

  23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him, 25 and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions and payment to be made. 26 So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31 When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32 Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35 So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
Children’s Message

Sermon 



Please stand
[image: ]Hymn of the Day	Our Father, We Have Wandered	ELW 606



Installation of Sunday School Teachers

Apostles’ Creed
Let us confess our faith to the words of the Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Please sit or kneel.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God hears us.
Move your church throughout the world away from judging and despising others. Lead us to embody the forgiveness you have given us in Jesus. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
The endless beauty of your creation reminds us of your mercy. Protect those who care for farms and ranches. Guide those who lead us to wonder at your creation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Raise up leaders (like John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, whom we remember today) to hold all in authority accountable for any misuse of the power entrusted to them. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Calm the fears of all in need with your promises. Compassionately free the lives of any who feel bound by their failures. Remember your children in need (especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Ground this congregation in the welcome you show us in forgiving our sin. Inspire each of us to welcome others for your honor and glory. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
With you is found the joy and promise of eternal life. Keep us in that joy as we remember (name/s, and) all those who have gone before us. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Peace  
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also, with you.

MEALGod feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.


Please be seated.
Offering

Choir Music ~ How Sweet the Sound

Please stand.
[image: ]Offertory Hymn	Here on Jesus Christ I will Stand	ACS 1024	


[bookmark: _Hlk118188771]Offertory Prayer
God of creation,
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you;
make us generous with what we have.
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts
in service to you and in love to our neighbors,
today and always.
Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Christ invites you to this table.
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

Please be seated.
Communion Hymns 
[image: ]

[image: ]	Welcome Table	ACS 969


	Ten Thousand Reasons:	ACS 1097
[image: ]	Bless the Lord, Oh My Soul


Prayer after Communion
Sustaining God,
with this bread and cup,
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.
Amen.



God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
SENDING


Blessing
The God of love
draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus.
Amen.
The God of hope
grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.
Amen.
The God of grace
☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.




[image: ]Sending Song	Wonderful Grace of Jesus	TFF 184
Continued on next page
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Dismissal
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.


From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
CCLI License 1553828
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Text: Kevin Nichols, 1929-2006
Music: HERZLICH TUT MICH VERLANGEN, Hans Leo Hassler, 1564-1612; arr. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750
Text from Resource Collection of Hymns and Service Music for the Liturgy, © 1981 International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc.
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Text: Kenyan hymn; adapt. Greg Scheer, b. 1966

Music: KWAKE YESU NASIMAMA, Kenyan melody; adapt. Greg Scheer

Text © 2007 East African Annual Conference, admin. General Board of Global Ministries, GBGMusik
English adapt. and arr. © 2007 Greg Scheer, admin. General Board of Global Ministries, GBGMusik
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: WELCOME TABLE, African American spiritual; arr. Mark Hayes, b. 1953
Arr. © 2003 Augsburg Fortress
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Text: Haldor Lillenas, 1885-1959

Music: WONDERFUL GRACE, Haldor Lillenas, 1885-1959
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Text: John Tirro, b. 1966; based on an 11th cent. collect, tr. Book of Common Prayer

Music: ALL HEARTS ARE OPEN, John Tirro

Text and music © 2003 Mondo Zen Music, admin. Carol Vincent and Associates, LLC. All rights reserved.
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5 And you, most gentle sister death, 6 O sisters, brothers, take your part,
waiting to hush our final breath: and worship God with humble heart:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Since Christ our light has pierced your gloom, All creatures, bless the Father, Son,
fair is the night that leads us home. and Holy Spirit, Three in One:
Alleluia. Alleluia.

Text: Francis of Assisi, 1182-1226; tr. composite
Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, Geistliche Kirchengescinge, Koln, 1623
Text © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.
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