
[image: ]Worship Plan for Sunday, August 16, 2026
12th Sunday After Pentecost


The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
GATHERING



                                                                                  
Prelude
Welcome/Announcements
Reflection - Preparing for Worship
[image: ]		Sing 3X

Please stand.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.



Compassionate God,
we confess to you all our sins.
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.
In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,
all you who are weary
and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”
In the name of God,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.
Rest in God’s love.
Amen.



[image: ][image: ]Gathering Song	Oh, for a Thousand Tounges to Sing 	ELW 886


Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also, with you.

[image: ]Hymn of Praise
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. 
God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that your name may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Please be seated.
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
WORD


FIRST READING: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8
A reading from Isaiah.
 1 Thus says the LORD:
  Maintain justice, and do what is right,
 for soon my salvation will come
  and my deliverance be revealed.

 6 And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD,
  to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD,
  and to be his servants,
 all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it
  and hold fast my covenant—
 7 these I will bring to my holy mountain
  and make them joyful in my house of prayer;
 their burnt offerings and their sacrifices
  will be accepted on my altar,
 for my house shall be called a house of prayer
  for all peoples.
 8 Thus says the Lord GOD,
  who gathers the outcasts of Israel:
 I will gather others to them
  besides those already gathered.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 67
 1 May God be merciful to | us and bless us;
  may the light of God’s face | shine upon us.
 2 Let your way be known | upon earth,
  your saving health a- | mong all nations.
 3 Let the peoples praise | you, O God;
  let all the | peoples praise you.
 4 Let the nations be glad and | sing for joy,
  for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the na- | tions on earth. R
 5 Let the peoples praise | you, O God;
  let all the | peoples praise you.
 6 The earth has brought | forth its increase;
  God, our own | God, has blessed us.
 7 May God | give us blessing,
  and may all the ends of the earth | stand in awe. R

SECOND READING: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
A reading from Romans.
[Paul writes:] 1 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2a God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew.

  29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 Just as you were once disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so also they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they also may now receive mercy. 32 For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.


Please stand.
[image: ]Gospel Acclamation
GOSPEL: Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[10 [Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:11 it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” 12 Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” 13 He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14 Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” 15 But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” 16 Then he said, “Are you also still without understanding? 17 Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach and goes out into the sewer? 18 But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19 For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander. 20 These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”] 
  21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23 But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed from that moment.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
 
Please be seated.
Children’s Message

Sermon 



Please stand
[image: ]Hymn of the Day	In Christ There is No East or West	ELW 650

Apostles’ Creed
Let us confess our faith to the words of the Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen



Please sit or kneel.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.
For believers around the world who stream to your holy mountain, that all be united in faith and harmony in the body of Christ. Let your church on earth be a witness to the beloved community of your heavenly kingdom. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For your wondrous creation, that it thrives and flourishes as you intend. Raise up wise stewards to defend the natural world against carelessness and destruction. Safeguard endangered species and their habitats (especially). Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For the nations of the world and all in authority, that they heed the cry of the outcast and ensure care for the most vulnerable. Give wisdom to leaders of countries, congregations, and communities, that they lead and serve justly. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For all who are lonely, grieving, or struggling with chronic pain, that they find comfort, community, and hope. Send relief to all who struggle with illness of any kind (especially). Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For this congregation, for visitors and those new to this faith community, that all may recognize the presence of Christ in each new face. Draw this community together in love and strengthen it in unwavering faith. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For the saints before us whose work is done, that their faithful example continues to direct your church. May their witness remind us that your gifts and calling are irrevocable, whether in life or death. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Peace  
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also, with you.

MEALGod feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.


Please be seated.
Offering

Special Music Suzanne & Brian Walters

Please stand.
[image: ]Offertory Hymn	Here on Jesus Christ I will Stand	ACS 1024	


[bookmark: _Hlk118188771]Offertory Prayer
Lord of the harvest,
we return to you a portion of what you have given to us.
Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches,
but on you, who richly provides for us.
Multiply what we have gathered
to bless all who are suffering and in need,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
[bookmark: _Hlk141776833][image: A sheet music with text and symbols

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: ]


[image: ][image: ][image: ]


The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Heaven has come near.
Come, share in the feast!

Please be seated.
[image: ]Communion Hymns 


[image: ]	Build a Longer Table	ACS 1062


	


[image: ]	Healer of Our Every Ill	ELW 612

Prayer after Communion
Compassionate God,
through the gifts of bread and wine
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
Amen.

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
SENDING


Blessing
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
☩ one God,
bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.
Amen.


[image: ]Sending Song	Jesus Shall Reign	ELW 434


	
Dismissal
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God.


From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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Text: John Oxenham, 1852-1941, alt.
Music: MCKEE, African American spiritual; adapt. Harry T. Burleigh, 1866-1949
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Text: Kenyan hymn; adapt. Greg Scheer, b. 1966

Music: KWAKE YESU NASIMAMA, Kenyan melody; adapt. Greg Scheer

Text © 2007 East African Annual Conference, admin. General Board of Global Ministries, GBGMusik
English adapt. and arr. © 2007 Greg Scheer, admin. General Board of Global Ministries, GBGMusik

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.
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The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Thanks and praise be to you, Lord God of mercy and grace,
for you entered into covenant trust with your chosen people,
and bestowed on them boundless gifts and an irrevocable calling.
In Jesus you take your children’s food and give it to all creation,
even we who lurk in the shadows,
hoping for the crumbs of your eternal glory.
You have lifted us from the floor to your table,
and from a place beyond redemption to the joy of your heart.
And so we gladly thank you,
with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven,
singing the hymn of your unending praise.
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Forgiving God, you sent Joseph to Egypt,
through the conspiracy of his brothers,
to redeem your people from the curse of famine.
You sent your Son Jesus to the cross,
through the corruption of our human will,
to liberate us from sin and death.
Raise up among us children of hope,
of courage, of truth, and of vision,
who embody your will to turn our evil into your good.
Transform the lives of all who live under famine today;
visit any who are excluded by envy or prejudice or fear;
and lift the hearts of those who are weighed down
under burdens too great to bear.
Gather at your resurrection banquet
your whole church, living and departed,
that all creation may feast with eyes and ears and touch and tongue
on the effervescence of your glory,
ever one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, forever. Amen.
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broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying,
“Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup.
Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying,
“Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
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Cleansing God, in Christ you come among us in infectious purity,
and heal us from the inside out.
You give us eternal food that, in you,
we may never be hungry again.
Send your Holy Spirit upon us now,
that we may become people who take in the holiness of your mercy,
and give out the abundance of your grace.
Sanctify this bread and this wine, that they may become for us
the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord;
who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks,
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you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
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Text: David Bjorlin, b. 1984
Music: NOEL NOUVELET, French carol

Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.
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way of heal-ing; Spir-it of com-pas-sion, fill each  heart.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: HEALER OF OUR EVERY ILL, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748, alt.

Music: DUKE STREET, attr. John Hatton, d. 1793
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To You All Hearts Are Open
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Text: John Tirro, b. 1966; based on an 11th cent. collect, tr. Book of Common Prayer

Music: ALL HEARTS ARE OPEN, John Tirro

Text and music © 2003 Mondo Zen Music, admin. Carol Vincent and Associates, LLC. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.
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2 My gra - cious Mas - ter and my God, as - sist me to pro - claim,
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' 1 ; | &g
~ Ilﬂ F{ i i ﬁ o I ] i IJ
| P | | | ' | | '
| g | | —— T
P i : |
| | |
bd * & v v * o

the glo - ries of my God and king, the  tri-umphs of his grace!
to spread through all the earth a -broad the hon-ors of your name.
sings mu - sic in the sin-ner’s ears, brings life and health and peace.
the mourn - ful, bro-ken hearts re - joice, the hum -ble poor be - lieve.
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5 Look unto him, your Savior own, 6 To God all glory, praise, and love
O fallen human race! be now and ever giv'n
Look and be saved through faith alone, by saints below and saints above,
be justified by grace! the church in earth and heav’n.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: AZMON, Carl G. Gliaser, 1784—-1829; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872
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1 Oh, sing to the Lord, oh, sing God a new song.
2 For God is the Lord, and God has done won - ders.
3 So dance for our God and blow all the trum - pets.
4 Oh, shout to our God, who gave us the Spir - it.
5 For Je - sus 1s Lord! A men! Al - le - lu - ia!
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Oh, sing to the Lord, oh, sing God a new song.
For God is the Lord, and God has done won - ders.
So dance for our God and blow all the trum - pets.
Oh, shout to our God, who gave us the Spir - it
For Je - sus 1s Lord! A - men! Al -le - lu - ia!
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Oh, sing to the Lord, oh, sing God a new song.
For God is the Lord, and God has done  won - ders.
So dance for our God and blow all the trum - pets.
Oh, shout to our God, who gave  us the Spir - it.
For Je - sus 1s Lord! A men! Al - le - lu - 1a!
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;Can - tad al Se - fior, can - tad al Se - iior!
Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God.
Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God.
Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God.
Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God.
Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God.

2 Pues nuestro Seiior ha hecho prodigios.
Pues nuestro Seiior ha hecho prodigios.
Pues nuestro Seiior ha hecho prodigios.

;Cantad al Sefior, cantad al Sefior!

Cantad al Sefior, alabadle con arpa.
Cantad al Sefior, alabadle con arpa.
Cantad al Sefior, alabadle con arpa.
;Cantad al Sefior, cantad al Sefior!

4 Es él que nos da el Espiritu Santo.

Es él que nos da el Espiritu Santo.
Es él que nos da el Espiritu Santo.
;Cantad al Sefior, cantad al Sefior!

[Jestis es Sefior! Amén, aleluya!
[Jestis es Sefior! Amén, aleluya!
[Jestis es Sefior! Amén, aleluya!
;Cantad al Sefior, cantad al Sefior!

Text: Brazilian folk song; tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923, Spanish and English
Music: CANTAD AL SENOR, Brazilian folk tune
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