
[image: ]Worship Plan for Sunday, July 19, 2026
8th Sunday After Pentecost


The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
GATHERING




Prelude
Welcome/Announcements
Reflection - Preparing for Worship
[image: ]		Sing 2X

Please stand.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,
we confess to you all our sins.
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.
In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,
all you who are weary
and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”
In the name of God,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.
Rest in God’s love.
Amen.

[image: ]Gathering Song	Praise and Thanksgiving	ELW 689
Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also, with you.

[image: ]Hymn of Praise
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. 
Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Please be seated.
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
WORD


[bookmark: _Hlk199750611]FIRST READING: Isaiah 44:6-8
A reading from Isaiah.
 6 Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel,
  and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:
 I am the first, and I am the last;
  besides me there is no god.
 7 Who is like me? Let them proclaim it;
  let them declare and set it forth before me.
 Who has announced from of old the things to come?
  Let them tell us what is yet to be.
 8 Do not fear or be afraid;
  have I not told you from of old and declared it?
  You are my witnesses!
 Is there any god besides me?
  There is no other rock; I know not one.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 86:11-17
 11 Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk | in your truth;
  give me an undivided heart to re- | vere your name.
 12 I will thank you, O Lord my God, with | all my heart,
  and glorify your name for- | evermore. R
 13 For great is your | love toward me;
  you have delivered me from the | pit of death.
 14 The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people | seeks my life;
  they have not set you be- | fore their eyes.
 15 But you, O Lord, are gracious and full | of compassion,
  slow to anger, and full of kind- | ness and truth.
 16 Turn to me and have mer- | cy on me;
  give your strength to your servant, and save the child | of your handmaid.
 17 Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be | put to shame;
  because you, LORD, have helped me and com- | forted me. R

SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-25
A reading from Romans.
12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—13 for if you live according to the flesh, you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15 For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs: heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if we in fact suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.

  18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God, 20 for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its enslavement to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning together as it suffers together the pains of labor, 23 and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope, for who hopes for what one already sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Please stand.
[image: ]Gospel Acclamation
GOSPEL: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
24 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field,25 but while everybody was asleep an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and then went away. 26 So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27 And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28 He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29 But he replied, ‘No, for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 30 Let both of them grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ”

  36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37 He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38 the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40 Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42 and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
 
Please be seated.
Children’s Message

Sermon 

Please stand.


[image: ]Hymn of the Day	The Reign of God, Like Farmer’s Field	ACS 952


Apostles’ Creed
Let us confess our faith to the words of the Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Please sit or kneel.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation.
God our source, protect your church from those who sow weeds among the wheat. Where we trade grace for judgment, restore us, and where we get lost among the complexities of life, guide us. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
God our creator, sustain creation in places not easily seen; the depths of oceans, microscopic plants and animals, galaxies beyond our own. May we share earth’s dedication to hope for what we do not yet see. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
God our soil, we yearn to live on your lands and waters with justice and in righteousness. Renew the hearts of all in authority, that our leaders guide wisely toward the flourishing of all. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
God our rock, be a source of constancy for those whose lives have been uprooted by war, eviction, global climate change, unemployment, harassment, false witness to their character, or illness or injury. (We pray especially for . . .) God of grace,
hear our prayer.
God our teacher, guide and provide for all summer camp staff and campers, daycare professionals, librarians, summer school educators and coaches, teachers preparing for the coming academic year, and youth becoming first-time babysitters. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
God our hope, the message of your salvation is planted among us in all times and places. We give you thanks for the witness of all the saints who shine like the sun in your presence. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

Peace  
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also, with you.

MEALGod feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.


Please be seated.
Offering

Special Music Connor Rhoden

Please stand.
[image: ]Offertory Hymn	We Are An Offering	ELW 692	


[bookmark: _Hlk118188771]Offertory Prayer
Lord of the harvest,
we return to you a portion of what you have given to us.
Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches,
but on you, who richly provides for us.
Multiply what we have gathered
to bless all who are suffering and in need,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

[image: A sheet music with text and symbols

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: ]The Great Thanksgiving		
[bookmark: _Hlk141776833]

[image: ][image: ][image: ]


The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Heaven has come near.
Come, share in the feast!

Please be seated.
[image: ]Communion Hymns 



	When Peace Like a River	ELW 785
[image: ](It is Well with my Soul)


[image: ]	Break Now the Bread of Life	ELW 515

Prayer after Communion
Compassionate God,
through the gifts of bread and wine
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
Amen.

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
SENDING


Blessing
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
☩ one God,
bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.
Amen.



[image: ]Sending Song	Sing to the Lord of Harvest	ELW 694

Dismissal
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God.


From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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‘The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. Welft them to the Lord.
Letus give thanks to the Lord our God. It s right to give our thanks and praise.

Glory and praise are yours, majestic God,
for you make a ladder between heaven and earth;
in Jesus you descend that ladder to bring us into your presence,
and in his death and resurrection you bring us with him,
ascending the ladder to your throne of grace.
Youset creation free from its bondage to decay
and bestow upon your children
the freedom of the glory of your redemption.
You call your people to b blessing toallthe families of the earth.
And so we join the ladder of angels and archangels,
ascending and descending with all the company of heaven,
singing the song of your unending praise.
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God of patience and hope, sower of all good seeds,
show those who suffer
the incomparable glory of what you have in store for them.
‘When your children’s field is interlaced with weeds among the wheat,
when the labor pains of creation groan to highest heaven,
give us your heart to live in your time
and abide in the truth of what we do not yet see.
Bless your people that they may know that you are with them
and will keep them wherever they go,
that they shall exclaim that surely you are among them,
though they did not know it.
Bringall creation into the eternal joy of abiding in an awesome place,
your very house, the gate of heaven,
where you dwell forever, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
through all ages with power and glory. Amen.
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‘who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks,
broke the bread, and gave t to them, saying.
“Take, ca: this is my body which i given for you;
dothis in remembrance of me”
After supper he took the cup.
‘Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying,
“Drink this,all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant,
sehich is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness ofsins.
Do this, as ofien as you drink i, in remembrance of me”
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Liberating God, through the sonship of Jesus
you send your Spiit to create among your children
the joy of adoption
and bestow upon us the gift of being your heirs.
Send that Spirt upon us now;
that we might be what we eat, Christs body in your world;
and sancify this bread and this cup,
that they may be for us the blessed body and blood
of your Son Jesus Christ;
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Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt.
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Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949, and Graham Maule, 1958-2019
Music: DON’T BE AFRAID, John L. Bell
Text and music © 1995 WGRG, Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.




image3.tiff
Praise and Thanksgiving

0 | |
s I |
{o— I 4' o : I ! I
\ \av, o * > |
’ » :
7 f Lo rr
1 Praise and thanks-giv - ing, God, we would of - fer for all things
2 God, bless the la - bor we bring to serve you, that with our
3 Fa - ther, pro - vid - ing food for your chil - dren, by Wis-dom’s
4 Then will your bless-ing reach ev - 'ry peo ple, free -ly con-
S —— = a = J—J—‘—t
/ : ! ! ! I e
|
0 |
)4 T T T I T
& ——— e
\j/ :’l: ‘Fal f— % ) r\\/
T
liv - ing, you have made good: har - vest of sown fields, fruits of  the
neigh-bor we may be fed. Sow -ing or till - ing, we would work
guid - ing teach us to  share one with an - oth - er, so that, re -
fess - ing your gra-cious hand. Where you are reign - ing, no one will
g o
(2% - e e ¢t . e
7 | | | | | |
! ! ! ! — ! !
0
s
7. . . .
G= : : —— '
J . . . —1 | * | *
i 7 i—?—i = %3 o
or - chard, hay from the mown fields, blos-som and wood.
with you, har - vest-ing, mill - ing for dai - ly  bread.
joic - ing with us, all oth - ers may know your care.
hun - ger; your love sus-tain - ing show-ers the land.
J Ldg |
O—7—— - EE; : o s ot
y — ud | | 7 R 7
T — =

Text: Albert E. Bayly, 1901-1984, alt.

Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune; arr. hymnal version
Text © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.

Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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