
[image: ]Worship Plan for Sunday, July 26, 2026
9th Sunday After Pentecost


The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
GATHERING




Prelude
Welcome/Announcements
Reflection - Preparing for Worship
[image: ]		Sing 2X

Please stand.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,
we confess to you all our sins.
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.
In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,
all you who are weary
and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”
In the name of God,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.
Rest in God’s love.
Amen.



[image: ]Gathering Song	Gather Us	ELW 532

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also, with you.

[image: ]Hymn of Praise
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. 
Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Please be seated.
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
WORD


[bookmark: _Hlk199750611]FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3:5-12
A reading from 1 Kings.
5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I should give you.” 6 And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you, and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7 And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 8 And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9 Give your servant, therefore, an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil, for who can govern this great people of yours?”
  10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 God said to him, “Because you have asked this and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or for the life of your enemies but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12 I now do according to your word. Indeed, I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you, and no one like you shall arise after you.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 119:129-136
 129 Your de- | crees are wonderful;
  therefore I obey them with | all my heart.
 130 When your word is opened | it gives light;
  it gives understanding | to the simple.
 131 I open my | mouth and pant
  because I long for | your commandments.
 132 Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me,
  as you always do to those who | love your name. R
 133 Order my footsteps | in your word;
  let no iniquity have dominion | over me.
 134 Rescue me from those | who oppress me,
  and I will keep | your commandments.
 135 Let your face shine up- | on your servant
  and teach | me your statutes.
 136 My eyes shed | streams of tears,
  because people do not | keep your teaching. R

SECOND READING: Romans 8:26-39
A reading from Romans.
26 The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. 27 And God, who searches hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
  28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.

  31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he not with him also give us everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? 36 As it is written, 
 “For your sake we are being killed all day long;
  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37 No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Please stand.
[image: ]Gospel Acclamation
GOSPEL: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
31 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32 it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”

  33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”

  44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.
  45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46 on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.
  47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48 when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

  51 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52 And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
 
Please be seated.
Children’s Message

Sermon 



Please stand
[image: ]Hymn of the Day	What is the World Like	ACS 1047


Apostles’ Creed
Let us confess our faith to the words of the Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Please sit or kneel.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation.
God our wisdom and our song, we pray for bishops, candidacy committees, those preparing for seminary, those awaiting call as deacons or pastors, and all who seek to lead your disciples in any way. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
God our breath and our heartbeat, help us to recognize signs of your presence among us. Protect and support diverse ecosystems, from national parks to family farms, from ranches to wild places. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
God our peace and our guide, help civic leaders hear all their peoples’ stories with compassion and curiosity, and remind us of your love from which we can never be separated. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
God our intercessor and our lawgiver, dismantle the barriers to care and recognition of all who live with chronic illness, mobility struggles, pain, and uncertainty. (We pray especially for . . .) God of grace,
hear our prayer.
God our redeemer, may we trust your love above and beyond all else that distracts, annoys, frightens, exhausts, or divides us. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
God who seeks, finds, and saves, for our community’s part in the ongoing gift of creation, and for the riches of faith and hope which came before, we give you thanks. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
Amen.
Peace  
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also, with you.

MEALGod feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.


Please be seated.
Offering

Special Music Shari Martin

Please stand.
[image: ]Offertory Hymn	We Are An Offering	ELW 692	


[bookmark: _Hlk118188771]Offertory Prayer
Lord of the harvest,
we return to you a portion of what you have given to us.
Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches,
but on you, who richly provides for us.
Multiply what we have gathered
to bless all who are suffering and in need,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

[image: A sheet music with text and symbols

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]The Great Thanksgiving		
[bookmark: _Hlk141776833][image: ]

[image: ][image: ][image: ]


The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Heaven has come near.
Come, share in the feast!

Please be seated.
[image: ]Communion Hymns 



[image: ]	We Eat the Bread of Teaching	ELW 518




[image: ]	Thy Holy Wings	ELW 613


	

Prayer after Communion
Compassionate God,
through the gifts of bread and wine
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
Amen.

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
SENDING


Blessing
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
☩ one God,
bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.
Amen.



Sending Song	What a Fellowship, What a Joy Devine:	ELW 774
[image: ]	Leaning on the Everlasting Arms

Dismissal
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God.


From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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Text: Adam M. L. Tice, b. 1979
Music: NEW WORLD, Sally Ann Morris, b. 1952

Text and music © 2009 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.




image7.jpeg
‘We Are an Offering 692

s

et
= = i = P

we liftourhands, we lift our lives up 0 you: we are an

0
i = ¥ - —e——rr
== = =

offer-ing.  Lotd, use our voic-es, Lord, use our hands,  Lord, use our
o B
; e
T = ey
e == :
lives,they are yours:we arean offerng.  Allthatwe have, allthatwe are,

0 —_—

r——rrrrir ¢ s =—cp

all that we hope (0 be, we give (oyou, we give o you

= — —
(=== == IEE) )
e tree 4" =

‘We lift our  voic-es, ‘we liftour hands, we lift our lives  upto you:
= — =]
==
i = "

we are an  of-fer-ing, we are an  of-fer- ing,
———
i





image8.tiff
[0 X0

NEEE

\HEE

L — ]
—
Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
0 . . . .
ﬁx 5 ﬁ ” - o ! S——— : ! I - — !
SO | 1 ———1—1 ) ! *—0-
o ' r + 4 !
heav’'n and earth are full of yourglo-ry. Ho-san - na in  the high - est.
Q —J —
re—| ! — ! ! | 7 E— S—_—
G ] —— T
Bless-ed is he who comes in  the name of the Lord Ho -
0 . . .
e i i - — i i
O—"F—F—* P11 ———— j o0
J ' r v 4 4 !
san-na in  the high - est, ho -san - na in the high - est.





image9.png
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Sovercign God, you forcknew us, before the universe was created.
In Abraham and Moses you called s to be your people.
You predestined us through the power of your Holy Spirit

to be conformed to the image of your crucified and risen Son.
In Jesus you justified us by your grace,

and on the last day you will glorify us to live with you forever.
And s0 we gladly thank you,

with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven,

singing the hymn of your unending praise.
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Everlasting God, you have promised
that nothing can separate us from your love.
Be with your children who know hardship, distress, or persecution;
visit your beloved who experience famine, nakedness, peril, or sword;
abide with us in death, as in life;
give us nothing to fear from angels or rulers,
from things present, or things to come,
or in the face of powers, or height, or depth,
or anything else in all creation.
Knowing that you did not withhold your own Son,
but gave him up for all of us,
inscribe in us faith that you will with him
bestow upon us everything else as well.
‘We pray in union with Christ in the power of your Holy Spirit,
who helps us in our weakness,
and intercedes with sighs too deep for words,
Father of all, now and forever. Amen.
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do this in remembrance of me””
After supper he took the cup.
Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying,
“Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as vou drink it, in remembrance of me.”
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You, Lord God, are like a merchant who sacrifices everything
because you above all want us, your pearl,
buried in the world’s field.
And in that field also you grow grain and grape
to feed us from your heart now and forever.
Come among us now through the power of your Spirit,
that we may be transformed into your likeness,
and that these gifts of bread and wine may become for us
the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ;
who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks,
broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying,
“Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you;
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Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997
Music: WISDOM'S FEAST, Jerry Ray Brubaker, b. 1946
Text and music © 1998 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Franklin Park, IL. 60131-2158. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903, sts. 1, 3; Gracia Grindal, b. 1943, st. 2; tr. composite
Music: BRED DINA VIDA VINGAR, Swedish folk tune; arr. hymnal version
Text © 1983 Gracia Grindal, Selah Publishing Co., Inc., agent. www.selahpub.com.

Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine

Leaning on the Everlasting Arms
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2 Oh, how sweet to walk in this pil-grim way, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms;
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what a  bless-ed-ness, what a peace is mine,lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms.
oh, how bright the path grows from day to day, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms.
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Text: Elisha A. Hoffman, 1839-1919
Music: SHOWALTER, Anthony J. Showalter, 1858-1924
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Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949, and Graham Maule, 1958-2019
Music: DON’T BE AFRAID, John L. Bell
Text and music © 1995 WGRG, Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire . . of love in our flesh and our bone.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: GATHER US IN, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1982 GIA Publications Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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1 Glo-ry be God
2 Glo-ry be Christ for - ev - er,
3 Ho-ly One now ac-claim you; Lord

to in heav-en; peace, good-will to  all the earth.
Lamb of God and Lord of love.

a - lone, to

to

we you we call;
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Might-y God of all of

Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a-bove;
Ho - ly One to all:

cre - a - tion, Fa - ther sur - pass - ing worth:

in faith we name you, God most high, yet near
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we ex - alt

you, we a -

| 1 o
dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.

now you reign at
the

God’s right hand.
Fa - ther’s splen - dor bright.

on the cross you died to
Je - sus Christ,with God the

save us;

Spir - it, in
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.

in your prom-ise firm we stand.
God on high!

Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us;

For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to




