[image: ]Worship Plan for Sunday, May 10, 2026
Sixth Sunday of Easter



The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

GATHERING 
Welcome & Announcements
Prelude
Reflection – Preparing for Worship
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Please stand.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



[image: ]Gathering Song	Come, Thou Almighty King	ELW 408

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.


[image: ]Canticle of Praise 


PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. 
Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

WORD
FIRST READING: Acts 17:22-31
A reading from Acts.
22 Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely spiritual you are in every way. 23 For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26 From one ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, 27 so that they would search for God and perhaps fumble about for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28 For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, 
 ‘For we, too, are his offspring.’
29 “Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30 While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 66:8-20
 8 Bless our | God, you peoples;
  let the sound of | praise be heard.
 9 Our God has kept us a- | mong the living
  and has not allowed our | feet to slip. R
 10 For you, O God, have | tested us;
  you have tried us just as sil- | ver is tried.
 11 You brought us in- | to the net;
  you laid heavy burdens up- | on our backs.
 12 You let people ride over our heads; we went through | fire and water,
  but you brought us out into a place | of refreshment.
 13 I will enter your house | with burnt offerings
  and will pay | you my vows—
 14 those that I promised | with my lips
  and spoke with my mouth when I | was in trouble.
 15 I will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the | smoke of rams;
  I will give you ox- | en and goats. R
 16 Come and listen, all you | who believe,
  and I will tell you what God has | done for me.
 17 I called out to God | with my mouth,
  and praised the Lord | with my tongue.
 18 If I had cherished evil | in my heart,
  the Lord would | not have heard me;
 19 but in truth | God has heard me
  and has attended to the sound | of my prayer.
 20 Blessed be God, who has not reject- | ed my prayer,
  nor withheld unfailing | love from me. R

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:13-22
A reading from 1 Peter.
13 Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14 But even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 15 but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you, 16 yet do it with gentleness and respect. Maintain a good conscience so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. 18 For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19 in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20 who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight lives, were saved through water. 21 And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: John 14:15-21
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17 This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him because he abides with you, and he will be in you.
  18 “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me, and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.
Children’s Message 

Sermon

[image: ]Hymn of the Day 	Loving Spirit	WOV 683



Nicene Creed
A: Let us profess our faith to the words of the Nicene creed
[bookmark: _Hlk195619304]We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.
God of new life, you call us through the waters of baptism to be in relationship with you and one another. Guide the church and its leaders to proclaim Christ’s righteousness throughout the world. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You create the world and all that is in it. Shelter budding plants and young animals, provide unpolluted habitats and clean water, and raise up stewards for the environment. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You set civil servants in the places where we live. Instill truth and equity among judges and lawyers, gentleness and courage among first responders, and peace among leaders of towns and nations. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You provide comfort in times of trouble. Heal those who are sick, shelter any who are unhoused, feed those undernourished, and accompany and console all who are lonely, bereaved, anxious, or ill (especially). Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You are love and you desire that we love one another. As a mother hen cares for her chicks, bless all who provide motherly care in our lives, and inspire us to care for one another. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
God of new life, your steadfast love endures forever. Inspire us by the example of the faithful departed, who clung to your promises of life, forgiveness of sins, and salvation. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.

Peace
	The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.


MEALGod feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.


Choral Anthem – Living Hope
	 
  
  Please stand.	
[image: ]Offertory Hymn	Give Thanks
Offering Prayer
Merciful God,
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more.
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,
that goodness and mercy may follow us
and bless the world you love.
In the name of Jesus,
Amen.
      

 [image: ]Great Thanksgiving
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[image: ][image: ]Eucharistic Prayer 
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Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Come to the table of new life.
Receive the risen Lord.

Communion

[image: ] 














[image: ]Communion Songs 	Children of the Heavenly Father	ELW 781


	For All the Faithful Women	ELW 419
[image: ]	Verses 1, 2, 3, 4 & Last

[image: ][image: ]		3 Hannah					4 Mary, Mother of Our Lord



	





Prayer after Communion
Holy One,
through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new.
Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,
to love our enemies,
and to bring your healing to the nations.
In the name of Jesus, Amen.


SENDINGGod blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 


Blessing
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,
☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

[image: ]Sending Song 	Alleluia! Sing to Jesus	ELW 392
	




Dismissal
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

From sundaysandseasons.com.

Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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Text: Henry Smith
Music: GIVE THANKS. Henry Smith

Text and music © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music (ASCAP). All rights reserved. International © sccured.

Duplication in any form prohibited withoul permission or valid license (rom copyright administrator.
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Unknown yet revealing God,
itis our duty and joy to thank and praise you,
because from one ancestor you made all nations to inhabit the earth,
and you allotted their times and boundaries,
50 they would search for you,
in whom they live and move and have their being.
While our lives are circumscribed by the limitations of our minds and bodes,
yourlife is beyond our reach and outside our imagining.
Yet in your mercy you embodied all your promises to your people
in the sending of your Son, and through his dying and rising
you have brought us to your throne of grace.
‘And 50 we gladly thank you, with angels and archangels,
andall who with your ascended Son sit at your right hand on high,
singing the hymn of your unending praise.
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Sanctifying God, from the abundance of your limitless glory,
bless your children who suffer for doing right.
Give to those who stand trial the gentleness and reverence of your Son.
‘Asin Christ you proclaimed your word to the spirits n prison,
‘make yourself known to all who find themselves
incarcerated in body, mind, or spirit
Be close to any who live with public shame,
and all who carry the humiliation of others in their hearts.
Breathe your power upon your people
Where they face persecution, oppression, or false charge,
that in truth you shall lead us o all truth,
until that day when the whole earth s judged in
by the one you have appointed and raised from the dead,
and we stand before you, forgiven, loved, and free,
ever one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.
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the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ;
who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks,
broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying,
“Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me”
After supper he took the cup.
‘Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying,
“Drink this, all of you this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink t, in remembrance of me’
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Sending and accompanying God, you do not leave us orphaned,
butin Christ you make us your adopted children,
‘and in your Spirit you send an Advocate to be with us forever.
By the power of that same Spiri, take the fragile flesh of your people
and transform it into the resurrected glory of your church;
and come down upon these gifts of bread and wine
and make them be for us
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Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958
Music: TRY GGARE KAN INGEN VARA, Swedish folk tune
Text © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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2 O God, for saints and ser - vants, those named and those un-known,
Last All praise to God the Fa - ther! All praise to Christ the Son!
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that, faith-ful in vyour ser - vice, our lives may sing your praise.
we sing glad al -le - lu - ias and strive to do your will
Miriam Hannah
3 We praise your name for Miriam, 4 To Hannah, praying childless
who sang triumphantly before the throne of grace,
while Pharaoh’s vaunted army you gave a son and called him
lay drowned beneath the sea. to serve before your face.
As Israel marched to freedom, Grant us her perseverance;
her chains of bondage gone, Lord, teach us how to pray
so may we reach the kingdom and trust in your deliv’rance
your mighty arm has won. when darkness hides our way.
Text: Herman G. StuempfleJr., b. 1923 KUORTANE

Music: Finnish folk tune 7676D
Text © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc.
Alternate tune: KING'S LYNN
FESTIVALS, COMMEMORATIONS

Ruth The Woman at the Well
5 For Ruth, who left her homeland 8 Recall the outcast woman

and ventured forth in faith,

who pledged to serve and worship
Naomi’s God till death,

we praise you, God of Israel,

and pray for hearts set free

to bind ourselves to others

in love and loyalty.

Mary, Mother of Our Lord
6 We honor faithful Mary,

fair maiden, full of grace.

She bore the Christ, our brother,
who saved our human race.

May we, with her, surrender
ourselves to your command

and lay upon your altar

our gifts of heart and hand.

Martha and Mary
7 We sing of busy Martha,

who toiled with pot and pan
while Mary sat in silence .

to hear the word again.

Christ, keep our hearts attentive
to truth that you declare,

and strengthen us for service
when work becomes our prayer.

Eunice and Lois

with whom our Lord conversed:
Christ gave her living water

to quench her deepest thirst.

Like hers, our hearts are yearning;
Christ offers us his word.

Then may our lips be burning

to witness to our Lord.

Mary Magdalene
9 We praise the other Mary,

who came at Easter dawn
and near the tomb did tarry,
but found her Lord was gone.
As joyfully she saw him

in resurrection light,

may we by faith behold him,
the day who ends all night.

Dorcas
10 Lord, hear our praise of Dorcas,

who served the sick and poor.
Her hands were cups of kindness,
her heart an open door.

Send us, O Christ, your Body,
where people cry in pain,

and touch them with compassion
to make them whole again.

11 For Eunice and for Lois,
we sing our thanks and praise.
Young Timothy they nurtured
and led him in your ways.
Raise up in ev’ry household
true teachers of your word
whose lives will bear clear witness
to Christ, our risen Lord.
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To Hannah, praying childless
before the throne of grace,
you gave a son and called him
to serve before your face.
Grant us her perseverance;
Lord, teach us how to pray
and trust in your deliv’rance
when darkness hides our way.
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Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt.
Music: HYFRYDOL, Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887
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Text: Rolf Vegdahl, b. 1955, based on Romans 14:8, Psalm 103
Music: IF WE LIVE, Rolf Vegdahl
Music © 2009, 2016 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.
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Come, Thou Almighty King
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I Come, thou al - might - y King, help us thy name to  sing;
2 Come, thou In - car - nate Word, mer-ci- ful, might - y Lord;
3 Come, ho - ly Com - fort - er, thy sa-cred wit - ness bear
4 To thee, great One in  Three, e - ter - nal prais - es be
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help us to praise; Fa - ther all - glo - ri-ous, oer all vic -
our prayer at - tend. Come and thy peo - ple bless, and give thy
in  this glad hour! Thou who al - might - y art, rule now in
hence ev - er - more! Thy sov-’reign maj - es - ty may we in
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to - ri-ous, come and reign o - ver us, An-cient of Days.
word suc-cess, and let thy righ - teous-ness on us de - scend
ev - 'ry heart, nev - er from us de - part, Spir - it of  pow'’r.
glo - ry see, and to e - ter - ni -ty love and a - dore.
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Text: source unknown, c. 1757, alt.
Music: ITALIAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, 1716-1796
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Refrain
Assisting minister
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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1 Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us
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free to be peo-ple of God. Pow - er and rich - es and wis - dom and
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strength, and  hon - or and bless-ing and glo-ry are his.
Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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2 Sing with  all the peo - ple of God and join in the
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hymn of all cre - a - tion: Bless-ing and hon - or and glo - ry and
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mightbe to God andthe Lamb for - ev-er. A - men.
Final refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God, for the Lamb whowas slain
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reign. Al
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Loving Spirit

you have drawn me

Text: Shirley Erena Murray, b. 1931
Music: BETH, Rusty Edwards, b. 1955

to your won -der, you have set your

Text © 1989 The Hymn Socictly. admin. Hope Publishing Co.
Music © 1993 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved.
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1 Lov - ing Spir-it, lov-ing Spir -it, you havecho-sen me to  be—

2 Like a moth-er you en - fold me, hold my life with-in your own,

3 Like a fa - ther you pro - tect me, teachme the dis - cern -ing eye,

4 Friend and lov -er, in yourclose-ness I am known and held and blessed:

5 Lov - ing Spir-it, lov-ing Spir-it, you havecho-sen me to  be—

o] '

) I I ; I ;

Vat I [ e——— | | I | | f | | | I I

[ Faw I | | & & I | | | | | & I I I I

Vg o 4 1 bt & i e ¢ o | I

oJ * 4 *
you have drawn me to your won-der, you have set your sign on me.
feed me with your ver-y bod -y, form me of your flesh and bone.
hoistme  up up - on your shoul-der, let me see the world from high.
in your prom-ise is my com -fort, in your pres-ence I may rest.

sign on me.




