[image: ] Worship Plan for Sunday, December 14, 2025
Third Sunday of Advent


The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

GATHERING
Prelude 
Welcome & Announcements

[bookmark: _Hlk183431534][image: ]We Are Waiting for Jesus	ACS#905
Confession and Forgiveness
[bookmark: _Hlk183431875]Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
alive in the world,
reviving creation, 
arriving soon.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another

Silence is kept for reflection.




[bookmark: _Hlk183431924]           God of mercy,
we confess that we have sinned.
We trust earthly powers and human authority alone.
We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts.

God of might,
we confess that we have sinned.
We have turned away from our neighbors.
We have trusted false promises.

God in our midst,
we confess that we have sinned.
We plead; come to us.
Bring your mercy to birth in us.

A righteous branch springs forth:
it is Christ the Lord, our Savior,
in whom we have forgiveness, life, and mercy.
By the power of the Holy Spirit,
receive the grace and forgiveness of God
through ☩ Christ Jesus,
whose day draws near.
Amen.



















[bookmark: _Hlk183431948][image: ]Gathering Song	Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn	ELW#242



Greeting
[bookmark: _Hlk183431986]The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
[image: A sheet music with lines and notes][image: A sheet music with lines and notes]And also with you.


[image: A sheet music with lines and notes]

[bookmark: _Hlk88554162]Prayer of the Day
[bookmark: _Hlk183432005]Let us pray. 
Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
[bookmark: _Hlk183432024][image: A sheet music with text and notes

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Advent Wreath Lighting 

[bookmark: _Hlk183432074]THIRD SUNDAY – Hope for Those Who Are Watching
Responsive Litany
Advent is a time to awaken our spiritual senses.
We stand in awe of your deeds, O Lord, repeat them in our day!
Grant us vision to behold your glory.
We stand in awe of your deeds, O Lord, repeat them in our day!
Quiet us so we may hear your still, soft voice.
We stand in awe of your deeds, O Lord, repeat them in our day!
Make us vessels of your mercy, compassion, and grace.
We stand in awe of your deeds, O Lord, repeat them in our day!
For all of us eagerly watching for your glory in our midst:
Grant that we might have the peace of Christ as we wait, the love of Christ as we act, and the grace of Christ as we speak.

Candle Lighting
Today we light three candles. The first candle reminds us of those who find themselves in a season of waiting, resting in hopeful anticipation for God to act.  The second candle is for anyone feeling weakened and wearied by the circumstances of life.  We echo the cry of scripture to renew their strength and increase their power.  The third candle awakens our spiritual senses, challenging us to embrace the glory of God, as we await our Savior’s promised coming.


WORDGod speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 


[bookmark: _Hlk183428122][bookmark: _Hlk183432104]FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:1-10
A reading from Isaiah.
  1 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;
  the desert shall rejoice and blossom;
 like the crocus 2 it shall blossom abundantly
  and rejoice with joy and shouting.
 The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
  the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
 They shall see the glory of the LORD,
  the majesty of our God.]]

 3 Strengthen the weak hands
  and make firm the feeble knees.
 4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
  “Be strong, do not fear!
 Here is your God.
  He will come with vengeance,
 with terrible recompense.
  He will come and save you.”

 5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
  and the ears of the deaf shall be opened;
 6 then the lame shall leap like a deer,
  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness
  and streams in the desert;
 7 the burning sand shall become a pool
  and the thirsty ground springs of water;
 the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp;
  the grass shall become reeds and rushes.

 8 A highway shall be there,
  and it shall be called the Holy Way;
 the unclean shall not travel on it,
  but it shall be for God’s people;
  no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.
 9 No lion shall be there,
  nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
 they shall not be found there,
  but the redeemed shall walk there.
 10 And the ransomed of the LORD shall return
  and come to Zion with singing;
 everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
  they shall obtain joy and gladness,
  and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.


[bookmark: _Hlk183432340]PSALM: Psalm 146:5-10
 5 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help,
  whose hope is in the | Lord their God;
 6 who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them;
  who keeps promis- | es forever;
 7 who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who hunger.
  The Lord sets the | captive free.
 8 The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who | are bowed down;
  the Lord | loves the righteous. 
 9 The Lord cares | for the stranger;
  the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way | of the wicked.
 10 The Lord shall | reign forever,
  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah! 
[bookmark: _Hlk183432364]Second Reading: James 5:7-10
A reading from James.
7 Be patient, therefore, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 8 You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9 Brothers and sisters, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 10 As an example of suffering and patience, brothers and sisters, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
[image: A sheet of music with notes

Description automatically generated]
[bookmark: _Hlk183432421]Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
2 When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 4 Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, those with a skin disease are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6 And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”

  7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 What, then, did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9 What, then, did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is written, 
 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
  who will prepare your way before you.’
11 “Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist, yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
Children’s Message 

Sermon 

[image: ]Hymn of the Day	Prepare the Royal Highway	ELW# 265


Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.


PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.

God of power and mercy, we praise you for Jesus and his acts of healing and liberation. Lead us to proclaim the good news from generation to generation, that all may place their hope in you. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
When lands are parched and dry, bring rain and snow; where wilderness is barren, sow seeds of life. Fill the lands with trees that grow, plants that flower, and creatures that thrive, as nature proclaims the wonder of your works. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
When there is injustice or corruption among nations and leaders, root it out. Turn their attention to inequity and the cries of the poor. Instill a deeper sense of compassion and care in all who govern. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
When bodies weaken and hearts grow fearful, speak your blessing. (We pray especially for . . .) In uncertain times, remind us of the promise spoken to our ancestors in faith. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
When people are imprisoned or held captive, break the chains and offer release. Strengthen the work of the church in restorative justice, breaking cycles of poverty, and welcoming the immigrant (especially we pray for Global Refuge and Lutheran Social Services). God of grace,
hear our prayer.
As we await your coming, we give thanks for the faithful who have lived and died in faith (especially Mary, mother of Jesus, John of the Cross and . . .). May their boldness of faith inspire our witness and work. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.
Amen.




Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you.

[bookmark: _Hlk215057958]Choir Anthem   Joy of Longing Hearts

MEALGod feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.



Please stand
[bookmark: _Hlk183432695][image: ]Offertory Hymn 	As the Grains of Wheat 	ELW#465



Offering Prayer	
[bookmark: _Hlk183432775]Creator God,
You made the whole world,
even the farthest stars,
and you draw us near to feed us.
We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine.
Strengthen us with this food
that we may live in expectation
for the advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
		
[image: ]The Great Thanksgiving 


[bookmark: _Hlk183432838]Preface 
It is our duty and delight... and so with the church on earth and the host of heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn…


[image: ]

You are indeed holy… we pray for his coming again, as we cry:
[image: ]



Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,
That all of your promises may come to us and your whole creation.
[image: ]

[image: ]This we pray through Jesus Christ, our Savior and our friend. 







Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
 

Invitation to Communion
[bookmark: _Hlk183432998]God feed us with tender mercy.
Come to the table.

Lamb of God 
[image: ]


[bookmark: _Hlk183433311][bookmark: _Hlk215058050][image: ]Communion Hymns	Now the Heavens Start to Whisper	ACS#901








[bookmark: _Hlk215058143]  	He Comes to Us as One Unknown	ELW#737
[image: ]
Prayer after Communion
[bookmark: _Hlk183433460]Generous God,
We thank you for the gift of life,
for the bread of salvation.
We thank you for coming among us,
for leading us into peace
We thank you for showering us with mercy,
for sending us into the world.
Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us
as we feed the hungry in your name.
		Amen.
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

SENDING

Blessing
[bookmark: _Hlk183433479]God of endings and beginnings,
God in the darkness and the light,
God, our hope for the journey, 
☩ bless and keep you now and forever.
Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk215058321][image: ]Sending Song	People, Look East	ELW#248
Dismissal
[bookmark: _Hlk183433525]Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel. Thanks be to God.
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All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Text: Lutheran Book ofWorship, adapt. Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: Now the Feast and Celebration, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Christ, Be Our Light!

A Candle Lighting Ceremony for Advent
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Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772—-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN, Swedish folk tune, 17th cent.
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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As the Grains of Wheat
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Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty Haugen, b. 1950
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Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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EUCHARISTIC ACCLAMATION 2
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EUCHARISTIC ACCLAMATION 3
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Now the Heavens Start to Whisper
- — . — .

| 3 N I } A N I |
. . . =

1 Now the heav - ens start to whis-per, as the veil is grow-ing thin.
2 Heav - y clouds that block the moon-light now be-gin to drift a - way.
3 Christ,e - ter - nal Sun of jus - tice, Christ, the rose of wis-dom’s seed,

; I’:"-“{FI':FU"#’:?%

(FESEEESSEEESSEE=E

Earth from slum - ber wakes to lis - ten to the stir-ring, faint with-in:
Dia - mond bril-liance through the dark-ness shines the hope of com-ing day.
come to bless with fire and fra-grance hours of yearn-ing, hurt, and need.

)’ N N N | N o
. 1) I | 1 1) I | | |
; j. i j j. 0 . . o . I

seed of prom-ise, deep-ly plant-ed, child to spring from Jes - se’s stem!
Christ, the morn-ing star of splen-dor, gleams with-in a  world growndim.

In the lone-ly, in the strang-er, in the out-cast, hid from view;
Vb SE==or - —
Y D) P | P Y
Pl L | I ol 1/ 1 1 |74 1/ 1
T t T R 72 T y T 1 [ T
0 u . .
)7 A . I N | N | 1

S

Like the soil be - neath the frost-line, hearts grow soft to wel-come him.
Heav-en’s em - ber fans to full-ness; hearts grow warm to wel-come him.
Child who comes to grace the man-ger, teach our hearts to wel-come you.

o T e — T ——— N
SEERRE AT IFE S

Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953

Music: SUO GAN, Welsh melody; arr. hymnal version

Text © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
Arr. © 2020 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.




image16.tiff
He Comes to Us as One Unknown
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2 He comes when souls in si - lence lie and thoughtsof day de -
3 He comes to us in sound of seas, the o - cean’s fume and
4 He comes in love as once he came by flesh and blood and
5 He comes in truth when faith 1is grown; be - lieved, o - beyed, a -
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heard; as though with-in a heart of stone, or shriv-eled seed in
part; half -seen up -on the in - ward eye, a  fall -ing star a -
foam; yet small and still up - on the breeze,a wind that stirs the
birth; to bear with-in our mor - tal frame a life, a death, a
dored; the Christ in all the scrip-tures shown,as yet un-seen, but
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dark-ness sown, a  pulse of be - ing stirred, a pulse of be-ing stirred.
cross the sky of nightwith-in the heart, of night with-in the heart.
tops of trees, a voice to call us home, a voice to call us home.
sav - ing name, for ev-'ry child of earth, for ev-’ry child of earth.
not un-known, our Sav-ior and our Lord, our Sav -ior and our Lord.

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, b. 1926

Music: REPTON, C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848-1918
Text © 1984 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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People, Look East

Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965

Music: BESANCON, French carol; arr.

Barry Rose, b. 1934

Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Higham Associates.
Arr. © 1999 Novello & Company Ltd., London, United Kingdom. All rights reserved. International copyright secured.
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1 Peo - ple, look east. The time is near of the crown-ing
2 Fur - rows, be glad. Though earth i1s bare, one more seed is
3 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, one more light the
4 An - gels an - nounce with shouts of mirth him who brings new
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of the year. Make your house fair as you are a - ble,
plant - ed there. Give up your strength the seed to nour - ish,
bowl shall brim, shin - ing be - yond the frost - y weath - er,
life to earth. Set ev -'ry peak and val - ley hum - ming
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trim the hearth and set the ta - ble. Peo-ple, look
that in course the flow’r may flour - ish. Peo -ple, look
bright as sun and moon to - geth - er. Peo-ple, look
with  the word, the Lord 1s com - ing. Peo - ple, look
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east, and sing to - day— Love, the Guest, is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Rose, is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Star, is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Lord, is on the way.
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We Are Waiting for Jesus

0u ,

i Y I T - i N I - T
@ ] P - (@ d— P> ; I ] m.
- p—t N 14

1 We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.

2 We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
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We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
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Sun of jus - tice, shine up-on us; we are trust - ing in your prom-ise.
Lov-ing Shep-herd, walk be-side us; stir our hearts, and gent-ly guide us.
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We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.

Text: John Helgen, b. 1957
Music: JESUS BRINGS PEACE, John Helgen
Text and music © 2013 Augsburg Fortress
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