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15th Sunday After Pentecost


The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
GATHERING



                                                                                  
Prelude
Welcome/Announcements
Reflection - Preparing for Worship
[image: ]		Sing 3X

Please stand.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who pours love into our hearts
and healing upon the earth.
Amen.
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Compassionate God,
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.
Creation groans from overuse.
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love
to others.
Turn our hearts back to you.
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,
following the way of Jesus Christ.
Amen.
Hear this good news:
We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation,
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.
Amen.

[image: ]Gathering Song	Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun 	ELW 466

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also, with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



Please be seated.
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
WORD


FIRST READING: Ezekiel 33:7-11
A reading from Ezekiel.
7 So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8 If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. 9 But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life.

  10 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” 11 Say to them: As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?
The word of the Lord.
[image: ][image: ]Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 119:33-40
 33 Teach me, O LORD, the way | of your statutes,
  and I shall keep it | to the end.
 34 Give me understanding, and I shall | keep your teaching;
  I shall keep it with | all my heart.
 35 Lead me in the path of | your commandments,
  for that is | my desire.
 36 Incline my heart to | your decrees
  and not to | unjust gain. R
 37 Turn my eyes from be- | holding falsehood;
  give me life | in your way.
 38 Fulfill your promise | to your servant,
  which is for | those who fear you.
 39 Turn away the reproach | that I dread,
  because your judg- | ments are good.
 40 Behold, I long for | your commandments;
  by your righteousness en- | liven me. R

SECOND READING: Romans 13:8-14
A reading from Romans.
8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

  11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand.
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GOSPEL: Matthew 18:15-20
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have regained that one. 16 But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If that person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
 
Please be seated.
Children’s Message

Sermon 



Please stand
[image: ]Hymn of the Day	Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun	ELW 557

Apostles’ Creed
Let us confess our faith to the words of the Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen



Please sit or kneel.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God hears us.
Proclaiming God, empower your church throughout the world to announce the words you give us. Open us to receive your word in unexpected ways. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Forming God, renew the cycles of your creation that provide for the needs of all. Protect grasslands, marshes, swamps, and all places of transition. Heal communities crying out after disaster (especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Governing God, turn all who create, enforce, or interpret legislation away from selfish gain and toward your promise of good for all, especially the good of all who labor. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Attending God, wake us up to any around us who are in need. Restore broken relationships, failing health, frayed emotions, and the hurts we carry with us. (We pray especially for . . .) Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Gathering God, resolve conflicts in this community through your righteousness and grace. Reconcile us to each other, making your good news known even through our imperfections. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Loving God, all who die in faith have life with you. We give you thanks for the nearness of your salvation for (name/s, and) all who have gone before us. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Peace  
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also, with you.

MEALGod feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.


Please be seated.
Offering

Choir Music ~ Come Jesus Come

Please stand.
[image: ]Offertory Hymn	Here on Jesus Christ I will Stand	ACS 1024	


[bookmark: _Hlk118188771]Offertory Prayer
God of creation,
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you;
make us generous with what we have.
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts
in service to you and in love to our neighbors,
today and always.
Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Christ invites you to this table.
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

Please be seated.
Communion Hymns 
[image: ]

[image: ]	Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether	ELW 470


[image: ]	When We Are Living	ELW 639


Prayer after Communion
Sustaining God,
with this bread and cup,
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.
Amen.



God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
SENDING


Blessing
The God of love
draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus.
Amen.
The God of hope
grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.
Amen.
The God of grace
☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.




[image: ]Sending Song	Go, My Children, with My Blessing	ELW 543

	
Dismissal
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.


From sundaysandseasons.com.
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Here on Jesus Christ I Will Stand

04 |
i 1 — T T — f — : ]
— P I R R — s
J o < — i
Kwa - ke Ye - su na - si-ma - ma, ndi - ye
Here on Je - sus Christ I will stand. He’s  the
» )
ot — —F—
VA I I I T I ]
| T T T 1
!  —  — !
0u . e I I N
e S
CEESEEEsS S =S Ss==ss===
mwam-ba ni sa-la - ma. Ndi-ye mwam -ba ni sa-la -
sol - id rock of my life.  He’s the sol - id rock of my
—~ o
'3 o o e o = - o P e
ra X’} T T I 1 I I r ] ]
| 1. ] I P 7] T
) e e L
[S— ] T T
0 s "
D A ] — p—] I T il |
— ; = = = ]
ANV T I
T4 s —
ma, ndi - ye mwam - ba ni sa - la - ma.
life He’s the sol - id  rock of my life.
| | — -
oz P B : 1
A I I I I — T il |
T T Il |
0. |
y i t T T T — f f ; ]
— s 4 4 4 4 — —
P a— 2 — P
1 There’s no oth - er place I can hide till  the
2 It is not the work of my hands that  has
3 When my days on this earth are done, and I
e
! : i E==
e f — — I

W= ESSSSSSs s S SE=ESS=SS=tc

J
storm that rag - es sub - sides. My voice cries to God from the
washed a-way all my sins. I'm re-deemed, and all of my
stand at God’s ho-ly throne, my heart will not have an -y
— r
'3 e o oo 1z s P # -
r\}:: — : ‘: T I I T I F
= = : + = | — — T
0 Refrain
D A ] — T 1| T ]
'I'lh i i HJ 1 T T T T 1
ANV I I
7z 5 — —
flood, and I'm saved be - cause of  his blood.
days, Je - sus Christ will  be my heart’s praise.
fear; in Christ’s righ - teous - ness 1 am here.
— -
T T ]
i — ! 1
I T 1

Text: Kenyan hymn; adapt. Greg Scheer, b. 1966

Music: KWAKE YESU NASIMAMA, Kenyan melody; adapt. Greg Scheer

Text © 2007 East African Annual Conference, admin. General Board of Global Ministries, GBGMusik
English adapt. and arr. © 2007 Greg Scheer, admin. General Board of Global Ministries, GBGMusik
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Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether

Text: Percy Dearmer, 1867-1936, alt.

Music: UNION SEMINARY, Harold Friedell, 1905-1958
Text from Songs of Praise Enlarged Edition, © Oxford University Press 1931.
Music © 1957, 1985 H. W. Gray, admin. CPP/Belwin.
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When We Are Living
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Text: st. 1, based on Romans 14:8; tr. Elise S. Eslinger, b. 1942
st. 2-3, Roberto Escamilla, b. 1931; tr. George Lockwood, b. 1946

Music: SOMOS DEL SENOR, Spanish traditional
Spanish text, sts. 2-3 © 1983 Abingdon Press and tr. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House, admin. The Copyright Company
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Go, My Children, with My Blessing
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.”
Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv-en, at peace and pure.”
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Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt.

Music: AR HYD Y NOS, Welsh traditional; arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House

Outside USA: Arr. from The English Hymnal, © Oxford University Press 1906
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To You All Hearts Are Open
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Text: John Tirro, b. 1966; based on an 11th cent. collect, tr. Book of Common Prayer

Music: ALL HEARTS ARE OPEN, John Tirro

Text and music © 2003 Mondo Zen Music, admin. Carol Vincent and Associates, LLC. All rights reserved.
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Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711, alt.

Music: MORNING HYMN, Francois H. Barthélémon, 1741-1808
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
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