[image: ]  Worship Plan for Sunday, January 4, 2026
Second Sunday of Christmas


The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

GATHERING
Prelude 
Welcome & Announcements
[bookmark: _Hlk183431534]Jesus, What a Wonderful Child	ELW#297
[image: ]		(Sing x 2)
Confession and Forgiveness
[bookmark: _Hlk183431875]Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty Savior,
Prince of Peace.
Amen.

Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness,
let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.


[bookmark: _Hlk183431924]           Reconciling God,
we yearn for your presence to transform
our grief, pain, and despair.
We confess that we have not always prepared
room in our hearts for your love;
we have not always recognized
your presence among us;
we have not always embraced your message of peace.

We cry out, weary with the burden of violence,
oppression, and fear.
We confess our failure to make room
for those seeking refuge;
our participation in violent systems
that harm your innocent ones;
our reluctance to embody your good news.

Be born in us today
and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation.
Amen

God’s grace upon grace flows over you.
☩ Christ’s presence redeems the whole creation.
Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad!
A righteous branch springs forth:
it is Christ the Lord, our Savior,
in whom we have forgiveness, life, and mercy.
By the power of the Holy Spirit,
receive the grace and forgiveness of God
through ☩ Christ Jesus,
whose day draws near.
Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk183431948][image: ]Gathering Song	The First Noel	ELW#300

Greeting
[bookmark: _Hlk183431986]The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you.

[bookmark: _Hlk88554162]Prayer of the Day
[bookmark: _Hlk183432005]Let us pray. 
Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
[bookmark: _Hlk183432074]
WORDGod speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

[bookmark: _Hlk183428122][bookmark: _Hlk183432104]FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7-14
[bookmark: _Hlk216771153]A reading from Jeremiah.
[bookmark: _Hlk216771180] 7 Thus says the LORD:
 Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
  and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
 proclaim, give praise, and say,
  “Save, O LORD, your people,
  the remnant of Israel.”
 8 See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north
  and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
 among them the blind and the lame,
  those with child and those in labor together;
  a great company, they shall return here.
 9 With weeping they shall come,
  and with consolations I will lead them back;
 I will let them walk by brooks of water,
  in a straight path where they shall not stumble,
 for I have become a father to Israel,
  and Ephraim is my firstborn.
 10 Hear the word of the LORD, O nations,
  and declare it in the coastlands far away;
 say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him
  and will keep him as a shepherd does a flock.”
 11 For the LORD has ransomed Jacob
  and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
 12 They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
  and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD,
 over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
  and over the young of the flock and the herd;
 their life shall become like a watered garden,
  and they shall never languish again.
 13 Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
  and the young men and the old shall be merry.
 I will turn their mourning into joy;
  I will comfort them and give them gladness for sorrow.
 14 I will give the priests their fill of fatness,
  and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
 says the LORD.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

[bookmark: _Hlk183432340]PSALM: Psalm 147:12-20
[bookmark: _Hlk216771292] 12 Worship the LORD, | O Jerusalem;
  praise your | God, O Zion,
 13 who has strengthened the bars | of your gates
  and has blessed your chil- | dren within you.
 14 God has established peace | on your borders
  and satisfies you with the | finest wheat.
 15 God sends out a command | to the earth,
  a word that runs | very swiftly. 
 16 God gives | snow like wool,
  scattering | frost like ashes.
 17 God scatters | hail like bread crumbs.
  Who can stand a- | gainst God’s cold?
 18 The LORD sends forth the | word and melts them;
  the wind blows, and the | waters flow.
 19 God declares the | word to Jacob,
  statutes and judg- | ments to Israel.
 20 The LORD has not done so to any | other nation;
  they do not know God’s judgments. | Hallelujah! 


[bookmark: _Hlk183432364]Second Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14
A reading from Ephesians.
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5 He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9 he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11 In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12 so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14 this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
[image: A sheet of music with notes

Description automatically generated]


[bookmark: _Hlk183432421]Gospel:  John 1:[1-9] 10-18
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it.
  6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.] 
  10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
  14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ ”) 16 From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. It is the only Son, himself God, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
Children’s Message 

Sermon 

[image: ]Hymn of the Day	Let Our Gladness Have No End	ELW# 291

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.




PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creation, and all who are in need.
O God, you reveal yourself wherever two or three are gathered in your name. Be with us now, not only in the infant Jesus and resurrected Christ, but in the beloved people of this assembly. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You reveal yourself in the waters of the womb; in brooks, ponds, and oceans; and in the waters of baptism. Grant us wisdom to tenderly care for the earth as a garden watered by your grace. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You reveal yourself in blessed diversity. Help us to look for you in people near and far, in bodies of all kinds, and in kindred young and old. Let us seek you in many places, praising you in many tongues. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You reveal yourself in new life. Support those beginning a new job, a new relationship, or a new living situation, especially those displaced because of tragedy or loss. Be with all others who need your life-giving touch this day (especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You reveal yourself in holy communion. Sustain all who provide food and fellowship in this congregation and in the wider community. Make our tables signs of your welcoming presence among us. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You promise to turn mourning into joy and to comfort those who weep. We remember those who have died and look to being united with them in your glory. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.


Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you.

[bookmark: _Hlk215057958]Choir Anthem   Dona Nobis Pacem

MEALGod feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.



Please stand
[bookmark: _Hlk183432695][image: ]Offertory Hymn 	As the Grains of Wheat 	ELW#465



Offering Prayer	
[bookmark: _Hlk183432775]God of glory,
great are your wonders among us
and many are the blessings you bestow.
Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world,
that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in your saving grace,
through Christ our Savior.
Amen.
		
[image: ]The Great Thanksgiving 


[bookmark: _Hlk183432838]Preface 
It is our duty and delight... and so with the church on earth and the host of heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn…


[image: ]

You are indeed holy… we pray for his coming again, as we cry:
[image: ]



Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,
That all of your promises may come to us and your whole creation.
[image: ]

[image: ]This we pray through Jesus Christ, our Savior and our friend. 

Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
 

Invitation to Communion
God is now in flesh appearing.
Come to the feast of joy!

Lamb of God 
[image: ]


[bookmark: _Hlk215058050][bookmark: _Hlk183433311][image: ]Communion Hymns	Love Has Come	ELW#292




[image: ]	Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming	ELW#272


Prayer after Communion
[bookmark: _Hlk183433460]Incarnate God, you are among us at this table.
May we treasure this gift and ponder in our hearts
the mystery of your presence.
Move us to discover the wonders of your love
in the everyday moments of our lives,
through Christ born in us.
	Amen.
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

SENDING

Blessing
[bookmark: _Hlk183433479]The triune God,
glorious Mystery,
holy Incarnate One,
abiding Comforter,
☩ bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy.
Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk215058321][image: ]Sending Song	That Boy-Child of Mary	ELW#293

Dismissal
Glory to God in the highest!
And peace to God’s people on earth!
Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace.
Thanks be to God.
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Text: English traditional
Music: THE FIRST NOWELL, English traditional; arr. John Stainer, 1840-1901
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Let Our Gladness Have No End
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Text: Bohemian carol, 15th cent.; tr, unknown
Music: NARODIL SE KRISTUS PAN, Bohemian carol, 15th cent.
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As the Grains of Wheat
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Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: AS THE GRAINS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Text: Ken Bible, b. 1950
Music: UN FLAMBEAU, F. Seguin, Recueil de noéls composés en langue provencale, 1856
Text © 1996 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP), c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
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Text: German carol, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker, 1851-1934, sts. 1-2; Harriet R. Krauth,

1845-1925, st. 3; John C. Mattes, 1876-1948, st. 4

Music: ES IST EIN ROS, Alte catholische geistliche Kirchengesdnge, Kéln, 1599; arr. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621
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That Boy-Child of Mary
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5 One with the Father,
he 1s our Savior,
heaven-sent helper
in Bethlehem.

Text: Tom Colvin, 1925-2000

Music: BLANTY

RE, Malawi traditional; adapt. Tom Colvin

6 Gladly we praise him,
love and adore him,
give ourselves to him

1n Bethlehem.

Text and music © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Jesus, What a Wonderful Child
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Lis-ten to the an-gels sing: “Glo -ry, glo-ry,
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glo - ry,’ let  the heav - ens ring!
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Text: African American traditional, alt.

Music: African American traditional; arr. Jeffrey Radford, 1953-2002
Arr. from The New Century Hymnal (#136), © 1992 Pilgrim Press.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




