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Worship Plan for Sunday, March 1, 2026
Second Sunday in Lent


The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
GATHERING




Prelude
Welcome/Announcements
Handbells - Nearer My God To Thee
Reflection - Preparing for Worship                                   
										Sing 2x
[image: ]

Please stand.
Confession and Forgiveness
All make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love.
Silence is kept for reflection.




Compassionate One,
you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love,
but our lives do not always reflect you
and your love for the world.
We do not show others the tender compassion
you have shown to us.
We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality
you grant to all people.
We oppress others,
even though you have set us free again and again.
We squander the abundant gifts of the earth.
Transform our lives
and guide us again in the way of the cross.
Amen.

Beloved in Christ,
God’s arms are always stretched open wide
to welcome the wandering ones home.
In ☩ Christ your sins are forgiven.
You have a place in God’s house forever.
Amen.


[image: ]Gathering Song	What Wondrous Love Is This	ELW 666


Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also, with you.

Kyrie
[image: ]	Your Heart, O God is Grieved


PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. 
O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Please be seated.
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
WORD


[bookmark: _Hlk138666642]FIRST READING: Genesis 12:1-4a
A reading from Genesis.
1 The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”
  4a So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

[image: ][image: ]PSALM: Psalm 121
 1 I lift up my eyes | to the hills;
  from where is my | help to come?
 2 My help comes | from the LORD,
  the maker of heav- | en and earth.
 3 The LORD will not let your | foot be moved
  nor will the one who watches over you | fall asleep.
 4 Behold, the keep- | er of Israel
  will neither slum- | ber nor sleep; R
 5 the LORD watches | over you;
  the LORD is your shade at | your right hand;
 6 the sun will not strike | you by day,
  nor the | moon by night.
 7 The LORD will preserve you | from all evil
  and will | keep your life.
 8 The LORD will watch over your going out and your | coming in,
  from this time forth for- | evermore. R

SECOND READING: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
A reading from Romans.
1 What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 4 Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. 5 But to one who does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness.
  13 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there transgression.
  16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (who is the father of all of us, 17 as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Please stand.

GOSPEL: John 3:1-17
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
1 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with that person.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6 What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8 The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?
  11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen, yet you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
  16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
  17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order that the world might be saved through him.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

Children’s Message

Sermon




























Please stand.
[image: ]Hymn of the Day	God Loved the World	ELW 323
	


Apostles’ Creed
Let us confess our faith to the words of the Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Please sit or kneel.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and its needs.
Faithful One, you renew us by grace. As you have inspired faith through the work of church artists and hymnwriters throughout the ages (like George Herbert whom the church remembers today), give your church the means to praise your beauty today. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Living One, you delight in this world. The sun and moon, the wind and the water declare your goodness. Preserve this earth, and protect conservationists, scientists, and all who labor in service to creation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Ruling One, you bless us to be a blessing. Open the hearts of all leaders to seek the flourishing of every person and lend your help to all who wait for justice, deliverance, and peace. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Compassionate One, you send your Son to save. Declare your word of acceptance to any who feel condemned and lift up any brought low by hatred and exclusion. Tend to all who are struggling with illness or loss (especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Guiding One, you watch over our going out and coming in. Bless newcomers and new members in this assembly (especially) and accompany those who have recently left this community to journey elsewhere (especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Eternal One, you neither slumber nor sleep. Be our keeper in life and in death. Thank you for our beloved who have died, and for your promise which saves this whole world by your love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Amen.

Peace  
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also, with you.

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
MEAL



Please be seated.
Offering

Choir – Prayer of Communion




Please stand.
[image: ]Offertory Hymn	Come, Bring Your Burdens	ACS 1009


Offertory Prayer
   Let us pray
Gracious Provider,
you set your immense treasures among us,
opening your heart to the world.
As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love,
deepen our commitment to sharing those
treasures with others,
through our Savior, Jesus Christ.
Amen.



The Great Thanksgiving		
[bookmark: _Hlk141776600][image: ] 


[image: ]


[bookmark: _Hlk141776833][image: Timeline

Description automatically generated]The Lord’s Prayer


Invitation to Communion
All who are hungry, come!
The feast of grace is spread.
[image: ]

Please be seated.
[image: ]Communion Hymns	We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus	ELW 451



[image: ]	Christ Is the Life	ACS 927


Prayer After Communion
Generous Host,
you have shared your feast with us and made us new.
Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities,
that your liberating love might nourish the world into freedom,
in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.


God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
SENDING



Blessing
God our tender parent,
God the crucified one,
God the reconciling Spirit,
☩ bless you now and forever. Amen.

[image: ]Sending Song	When I Survey the Wondrous Cross	ELW 803


Dismissal
Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you.
Thanks be to God. 
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Text: Gesangbuch, Bollhagen, 1791; tr. August Crull, 1846-1923, alt.
Music: ROCKINGHAM OLD, Edward Miller, 1731-1807, adapt.
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Text: South African; English text Barbara Clark, Mairi Munro, and Martine Stemerick
Music: WOZA NOMTHWALO WAKHO, South African melody; arr. Welile Sigabi
English text and arr. © 2008 WGRG, Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
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Grant us peace. Grant us peace. Grant us peace, Lamb of God.

Tune: John Tirro
©2003 Mondo Zen Music (ASCAP). CCLI #5673472. Used by permission (contact johntirro@mac.com).
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Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937
Music: OUIMETTE, John C. Ylvisaker
Text and music © 1985 John C. Ylvisaker
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Christ Is the Life
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Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953

Music: COE FEN, Kenneth Naylor, 1931-1991
Text © 1989 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Music © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.
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When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748
Music: HAMBURG, Lowell Mason, 1792-1872
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Now Is the Time of Grace
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Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950, based on 2 Corinthians 6:2 and Isaiah 58:6-9

Music: TIME OF GRACE, Marty Haugen
Text and music © 2009 Augsburg Fortress
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Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt.

Music: WONDROUS LOVE, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr. Paul J. Christiansen, 1914-1997, alt.
Arr. © 1955 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




image4.tiff
Your Heart, O God, Is Grieved ~ conression roreveness
Vieme to, Pane BoZe nds 602

Leader

[ (anMERUEEN'S |
Ky

s
&l
[ HES
(‘J\“
-
T

Otce nebesky, Svoritel’u sveta, Bo - Ze, zmi - luj  sa nad na - mi.
1 O God, Father in heav - en, have mer-cy up - on us.
2 O Son of God, redeemer of the world, have mer-cy up - on us.
3 O God, Holy Spir - it,  have mer-cy up - on us.

1ol 2 . J

nu Al
b - T n i | ; ;
£ % | J [ i ‘I | - - |
Vie - me to, Pa - ne Bo - Ze nds, Ze sa na
Your heart, O God, is grieved, we  know, by ev - ry
Your arms ex - tend, O Christ, to save from sting of
(0] lav - ish Giv - er, come to aid  the chil - dren
sE SIS S SE S S E RS
o i i i i
I I T I I T T
04 \ p—— , | I \ |
4 “ﬁ } P J[ T # dl t I
: e 3 s 3
L4
nds hries - nych hne - vds, sved - i o tom  smrt’
e - il ev - ry woe; up - on your cross - for -
death and grasp of  grave; your scars be - fore the
that  your word has  made. Now make us grow and
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ne - vin - nd Tvoj - ho je - di - né - ho Sy - na.
sak - en  Son our death is laid, and peace is won.
Fa - ther move his heart to mer - cy at  such love.
help us pray; bring joy and com - fort, come to  stay.
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Text: Jifi Tranovsky, 1591-1637; tr. Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919 ZNAME TO, PANE BOZE NAS
Music: Tranoscius, 1636; arr. Michal Kutzky, 1828-1899 Irregular
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