[image: ]Worship Plan for Sunday, December 7, 2025
Second Sunday of Advent


The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

GATHERING
Handbells
Prelude 
Welcome & Announcements

[bookmark: _Hlk183431534][image: ]We Are Waiting for Jesus	ACS#905
Confession and Forgiveness
[bookmark: _Hlk183431875]Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
alive in the world,
reviving creation, 
arriving soon.
Amen.



Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another

Silence is kept for reflection.


[bookmark: _Hlk183431924]           God of mercy,
we confess that we have sinned.
We trust earthly powers and human authority alone.
We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts.

God of might,
we confess that we have sinned.
We have turned away from our neighbors.
We have trusted false promises.

God in our midst,
we confess that we have sinned.
We plead; come to us.
Bring your mercy to birth in us.

A righteous branch springs forth:
it is Christ the Lord, our Savior,
in whom we have forgiveness, life, and mercy.
By the power of the Holy Spirit,
receive the grace and forgiveness of God
through ☩ Christ Jesus,
whose day draws near.
Amen.



















[bookmark: _Hlk183431948][image: ]Gathering Song	Hark, the Glad Sound!	ELW#239








Greeting
[bookmark: _Hlk183431986]The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
[image: A sheet music with lines and notes]And also with you.




[bookmark: _Hlk88554162][image: A sheet music with lines and notes]Prayer of the Day
[bookmark: _Hlk183432005]Let us pray. 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
[bookmark: _Hlk183432024][image: A sheet music with text and notes

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Advent Wreath Lighting 

[bookmark: _Hlk183432074]SECOND SUNDAY – Hope for Those Who Are Weary
Responsive Litany
The Light shines in the darkness,
but the darkness has not overcome it.
During Advent our weary souls seek God’s daily strength.
The Lord gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the week.
We grow weary when fear overshadows faith.
The Lord gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the week.
We grow weary when destructive actions erupt in the world around us.
The Lord gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the week.
For all of us feeling weary this Advent season:
Grant that we might have the peace of Christ as we wait, the love of Christ as we act, and the grace of Christ as we speak.

Candle Lighting
Today we light two candles. The first candle illuminates patience in the areas of our lives where God has called us to wait. The second candle extends the promise of strength to all who feel weary and weak in the shadows of this world. As we continue our Advent journey, may our hope be kindled as the light grows brighter.

WORDGod speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 


[bookmark: _Hlk183428122][bookmark: _Hlk183432104]FIRST READING: Isaiah 11:1-10
A reading from Isaiah.
 1 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
  and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
 2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,
  the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
  the spirit of counsel and might,
  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
 3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.

 He shall not judge by what his eyes see
  or decide by what his ears hear,
 4 but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor
  and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth;
 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
 5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist
  and faithfulness the belt around his loins.

 6 The wolf shall live with the lamb;
  the leopard shall lie down with the kid;
 the calf and the lion will feed together,
  and a little child shall lead them.
 7 The cow and the bear shall graze;
  their young shall lie down together;
  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
 8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
 9 They will not hurt or destroy
  on all my holy mountain,
 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord
  as the waters cover the sea.

  10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.


[bookmark: _Hlk183432340]PSALM: Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
 1 Give the king your jus- | tice, O God,
  and your righteousness to | the king’s son;
 2 that he may rule your | people righteously
  and the | poor with justice;
 3 that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people,
  and the | hills, in righteousness.
 4 Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people,
  rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor. 
 5 May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure,
  from one generation | to another.
 6 Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field,
  like showers that wa- | ter the earth.
 7 In his time may the | righteous flourish;
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no more.
 18 Blessed are you, LORD God, the | God of Israel;
  you alone do | wondrous deeds!
 19 And blessed be your glorious | name forever,
  and may all the earth be filled with your glory. A- | men. Amen. 
[bookmark: _Hlk183432364]Second Reading: Romans 15:4-13
A reading from Romans.
4 Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5 May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6 so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

  7 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the ancestors 9 and that the gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 
 “Therefore I will confess you among the gentiles
  and sing praises to your name”;
10 and again he says, 
 “Rejoice, O gentiles, with his people”;
11 and again, 
 “Praise the Lord, all you gentiles,
  and let all the peoples praise him”;
12 and again Isaiah says, 
 “The root of Jesse shall come,
  the one who rises to rule the gentiles;
 in him the gentiles shall hope.”
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
[image: A sheet of music with notes

Description automatically generated]
[bookmark: _Hlk183432421]Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
1 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord;
  make his paths straight.’ ”
4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region around the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and they were baptized by him in the River Jordan, confessing their sins.
  7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, 9 and do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.
  11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
The gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
Children’s Message 

Sermon 

[image: ]Hymn of the Day	On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry	ELW# 249


Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.


PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.
With wisdom and understanding, inspire the faithful around the world. Unite hearts and minds in work to address poverty, access to housing, and equity among peoples. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
With counsel and might, move us to care for creation. As we dream of the day when all creatures will flourish alongside one another, guide us in ways humanity and all creation will mutually thrive. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
With righteousness and faithfulness, encourage nations to live in harmony with one another. We pray for international student and teacher exchanges, for our partner churches, and for the shared mission of Lutheran World Relief and Lutheran Disaster Response. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
With steadfastness and encouragement, strengthen those who have lost hope in the face of grief, depression, or disease (especially). Renew the spirits of those recovering from surgery and medical procedures. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
With welcome and hospitality, embolden us in our shared ministry to overcome all that divides. In acts of repentance, reconciliation, and reparation, may we serve in the way of Christ. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
With joy and peace, we remember our ancestors in the faith (especially Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, whom we commemorate today). Fill us with the hope of the Holy Spirit now and into the ages of ages. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.
Amen.




Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you.

[bookmark: _Hlk215057958]Choir Anthem   Let Every Heart Prepare Him Room

MEALGod feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.



Please stand
[bookmark: _Hlk183432695][image: ]Offertory Hymn 	As the Grains of Wheat 	ELW#465



Offering Prayer	
[bookmark: _Hlk183432775]Creator God,
You made the whole world,
even the farthest stars,
and you draw us near to feed us.
We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine.
Strengthen us with this food
that we may live in expectation
for the advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
		
[image: ]The Great Thanksgiving 


[bookmark: _Hlk183432838]Preface 
It is our duty and delight... and so with the church on earth and the host of heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn…


[image: ]

You are indeed holy… we pray for his coming again, as we cry:

[image: ]



Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,
That all of your promises may come to us and your whole creation.
[image: ]

[image: ]This we pray through Jesus Christ, our Savior and our friend. 







Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
 

Invitation to Communion
[bookmark: _Hlk183432998]God feed us with tender mercy.
Come to the table.

Lamb of God 
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Hlk183433311][bookmark: _Hlk215058050][image: ]Communion Hymns	All Earth Is Hopeful	ELW#266






[bookmark: _Hlk215058143][image: ]  	Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus	ELW#254


[bookmark: _Hlk215058178][image: ]	Comfort, Comfort Now My People	ELW#256


Prayer after Communion
[bookmark: _Hlk183433460]Generous God,
We thank you for the gift of life,
for the bread of salvation.
We thank you for coming among us,
for leading us into peace
We thank you for showering us with mercy,
for sending us into the world.
Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us
as we feed the hungry in your name.
		Amen.
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

SENDING

Blessing
[bookmark: _Hlk183433479]God of endings and beginnings,
God in the darkness and the light,
God, our hope for the journey, 
☩ bless and keep you now and forever.
Amen.



[bookmark: _Hlk215058321]Sending Song	The King Shall Come	ELW#260
[image: A sheet music with black and white text]

Dismissal
[bookmark: _Hlk183433525]Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel. Thanks be to God.
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Text: Lutheran Book ofWorship, adapt. Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: Now the Feast and Celebration, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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EUCHARISTIC ACCLAMATION 2
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All Earth Is Hopeful
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Text: Alberto Taulé, b. 1932; tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall, b. 1946

Music: TODA LA TIERRA, Alberto Taulé
Spanish text and tune © 1993 and English text © 1995 Centro de Pastoral Littrgica, admin. OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
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1 Come, thou long-ex - pect-ed Je-sus, born to set thy peo-ple free;

2 Bormn thy peo-ple to de - liv-er, born a child, and yet a king;

from our fears and sins re - lease us; let us find our rest in thee.
born to reign in us for-ev - er, now thy gra-cious king-dom bring.
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Is -rael’s strength and con-so - la-tion, hope of all the earth thou art,
By thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it rule in all our hearts a - lone;
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dear de - sire of ev-'ry na-tion, joy of ev-ry long-ing heart.

by thine all -suf - fi - cient mer-it raise us to thy  glo-rious throne.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
Music: JEFFERSON, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
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Comfort, Comfort Now My People
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1 “Com - fort,com-fort now my peo - ple; tell
the her-ald’s voice is
3 Straight shall be what long was crook - ed, and the rough - er plac - es

cry - ing in
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the des - ert far
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of peace!” So says our God.

and near,

plain.
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Text: Johann G. Olearius, 1635—-1711; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: FREU DICH SEHR, Trente quatre pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551
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Com-fort those who sit in dark - ness mourn-ing un - der sor-row’s load.
call - ing wus to true re- pen - tance, since the reign of God 1is here.
Let your hearts be true and hum - ble, as be-fits God’s ho - ly reign.
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To God’s peo - ple now pro-claim  that God’s par - don waits for them!
Oh, that warn - ing cry o - bey! Now pre - pare for God a way.
For the glo - ry of the Lord now on earth 1s shed a-broad,
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Tell them that their war 1s o - ver; God will reign in peace for-ev - er.
Val - leys, rise  to greet the Sav - ior; hills, bow down in hum-ble fa - vor.
and all flesh shall see the to - ken that God’s word is nev - er bro - ken.
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The King Shall Come
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1 The King shall come when morn-ing dawns and light tri - um-phant breaks,
2 Not as of old a lit - tle child, to bear and fight and die,
3 Oh, bright-er than the ris - ing morn when Christ, vic - to-rious, rose
4 Oh, bright-er than that glo - rious morn shall dawn up - on our race
5 The King shall come when morn-ing dawns and light and beau -ty brings.
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when beau - ty  gilds the east-ern hills and life to Joy a - wakes.
but crowned with glo - ry like the sun that lights the morn-ing sky.
and left the lone-some place of death, de - spite the rage of foes.
the day when Christ in splen-dor comes, and we shall see his face.
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your peo -ple pray: come quick-ly, King of kings.
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Text: John Brownlie, 1859-1925

Music: CONSOLATION, A. Davisson, Kentucky Harmony, 1816; arr. Theodore A. Beck, 1929-2003
Arr. © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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We Are Waiting for Jesus
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1 We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.

2 We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
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We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
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Sun of jus - tice, shine up-on us; we are trust - ing in your prom-ise.
Lov-ing Shep-herd, walk be-side us; stir our hearts, and gent-ly guide us.
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We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.

Text: John Helgen, b. 1957
Music: JESUS BRINGS PEACE, John Helgen
Text and music © 2013 Augsburg Fortress
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