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Worship Plan for Sunday, March 15, 2026
Fourth Sunday in Lent


The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
GATHERING




Prelude
Welcome/Announcements
Reflection - Preparing for Worship                                   
										Sing 2x
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Please stand.
Confession and Forgiveness
All make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love.
Silence is kept for reflection.




Compassionate One,
you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love,
but our lives do not always reflect you
and your love for the world.
We do not show others the tender compassion
you have shown to us.
We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality
you grant to all people.
We oppress others,
even though you have set us free again and again.
We squander the abundant gifts of the earth.
Transform our lives
and guide us again in the way of the cross.
Amen.

Beloved in Christ,
God’s arms are always stretched open wide
to welcome the wandering ones home.
In ☩ Christ your sins are forgiven.
You have a place in God’s house forever.
Amen.


[image: ]Gathering Song	There Is a Balm in Gilead	ELW 614

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also, with you.



Kyrie
[image: ]	Your Heart, O God is Grieved


PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. 
Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Please be seated.
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
WORD


[bookmark: _Hlk138666642]FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 16:1-13
A reading from 1 Samuel.
1 The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2 Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do, and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” 4 Samuel did what the LORD commanded and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5 He said, “Peaceably. I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.
  6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely his anointed is now before the LORD.” 7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him, for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 9 Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 10 Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of these.” 11 Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him, for we will not sit down until he comes here.” 12 He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him, for this is the one.” 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM: Psalm 23
 1 The LORD | is my shepherd;
  I shall not | be in want.
 2 The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures
  and leads me be- | side still waters.
 3 You restore my | soul, O LORD,
  and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake.
 4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil;
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. R
 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies;
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.
 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life,
  and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever. R

SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:8-14
A reading from Ephesians.
8 Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as children of light, 9 for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10 Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness; rather, expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly, 13 but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14 for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 
 “Sleeper, awake!
  Rise from the dead,
 and Christ will shine on you.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Please stand.
GOSPEL: John 9:1-41
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
1 As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7 saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am he.” 10 But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”

  13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17 So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”
  18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19 and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20 His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind, 21 but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”
  24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26 They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28 Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30 The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32 Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.

  35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38 He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment, so that those who do not see may see and those who do see may become blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.
Children’s Message

Sermon



Please stand
Hymn of the Day	Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound	ELW 779
[image: ]	


Apostles’ Creed
Let us confess our faith to the words of the Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Please sit or kneel.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and its needs.
God, our shepherd, we pray that you guide the church. Lead Christians in our community (here local congregations may be named) and across the globe (here international companion churches and synods may be named) in right paths for your name’s sake. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God our provider, we cry out for this planet and the life it holds. Rescue endangered animals and plants, preserve threatened ecosystems, and save creatures from natural disasters. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God our sovereign, we plead for your peace on earth. Bring an end to war and violence, and raise up leaders in governments, courts, businesses, schools, and community organizations who seek goodness and mercy. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God our healer, we call to you in our need. Uplift all who are made to feel unimportant, and transform the hearts of all infected by bigotry and prejudice. Care for all in special need this day (especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God our friend, we praise you for the diversity of people among us. Awaken us to share and receive the gifts we each possess, and stir up a spirit of understanding, celebration, and welcome for all. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God our home, we thank you for all who have died and completed their baptismal journeys. Grant us faith to live until we too dwell in your house forever. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Amen.

Peace  
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also, with you.

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
MEAL



Please be seated.
Offering

Choir – Heal Me, O Lord




Please stand.
[image: ]Offertory Hymn	Come, Bring Your Burdens	ACS 1009


Offertory Prayer
   Let us pray
Gracious Provider,
you set your immense treasures among us,
opening your heart to the world.
As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love,
deepen our commitment to sharing those
treasures with others,
through our Savior, Jesus Christ.
Amen.



The Great Thanksgiving		
[bookmark: _Hlk141776600] 
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up  your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Praise upon praise belongs to you, God of David 
	for through the length of days your goodness faileth never.
You created a world of verdant pastures
	and streams of living water where we should nothing lack.
Out of the house of Jesse 
	you named a shepherd son to be your people’s king.
With rod and staff you walked with your children
	through the shadow of slavery and the valley of exile
		and every kind of evil.
When your sheep strayed in sin, you sent your own Son
	to be our shepherd king and to restore our souls.
He came to lay each one of us across his shoulders 
	and bring us home to you.
He set a table in the face of his enemies 
	and laid down his life that you might take it up again in glory.
And because you promise goodness and mercy to follow us all our days, 
	we give our thanks with all who dwell in your house forever, 
		with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven 
			as we join the unending hymn.
[image: ]



Anointing God, Samuel poured oil on the head of David,
	and your Spirit came mightily upon him.
Send your Holy Spirit upon your church to make us faithful disciples
	and, with your same Spirit, anoint these gifts of bread and wine
		that they may be for us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;
Who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks,
	broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying
		“Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you;
			do this in remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup.
Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying,
	“Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, 
		which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
	Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

Searching God, you along give your followers eyes of faith.
Teach your church to see as you see,
	And set its sights on your kingdom.
In the face of evil, lift the burden of fear.
In the shadow of death, give comfort.
In the company of enemies, spread your welcome table
	until that day when every cup runneth over
		and your children look upon one everlasting banquet,
			and all are made on around your heavenly feast,
				as faith shall at last be made sight;
					through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
						in the power of the Holy Spirit, with all honor and glory,
							one God, now and forever.  Amen


The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



Invitation to Communion
All who are hungry, come!
[image: A sheet music with music notes

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]The feast of grace is spread.

Please be seated
[image: ]Communion Hymns	Be Thou My Vision	ELW 793	




[image: ]	Shepherd Me, O God	ELW 780
Prayer After Communion
Generous Host,
you have shared your feast with us and made us new.
Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities,
that your liberating love might nourish the world into freedom,
in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
SENDING



Blessing
God our tender parent,
God the crucified one,
God the reconciling Spirit,
☩ bless you now and forever. Amen.



[image: ]Sending Song	In the Cross of Christ I Glory	ELW 324

Dismissal
Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you.
Thanks be to God. 
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Text: John Bowring, 17921872
Music: RATHBUN, Ithamar Conkey, 1815-1867
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Now Is the Time of Grace
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There Is a Balm in Gilead

Refrain
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There is a balm in Gil-e-ad to  make the wound-ed whole;
TN p
Ij 1 J' o T .~ - £ o J A
O — s '
VA I;,‘ I I I I ') [ Q)
Q T —f— = . ! Pa— I
I I I | I I I i‘ f\/ I
: I s : -
= £T
there a balm in Gil-e-ad to heal the sin-sick soul.
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1 Some - times I feel dis - cour-aged and think my work’s in  vain,
2 If you can - not preach like Pe - ter, if you can - not pray like Paul,
3 Don’t ev - er be dis - cour-aged, for Je - sus is your friend;
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but then the Ho -ly Spir - it re - vives my soul a - gain.
you can tell the love of Je - sus and say, “He died for all”
and if you lack for knowl-edge, he’ll ne’er re-fuse to  lend.
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Text: African American spiritual

Music: BALM IN GILEAD, African American spiritual




image4.tiff
Your Heart, O God, Is Grieved ~ conression roreveness
Vieme to, Pane BoZe nds 602
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Otce nebesky, Svoritel’u sveta, Bo - Ze, zmi - luj  sa nad na - mi.
1 O God, Father in heav - en, have mer-cy up - on us.
2 O Son of God, redeemer of the world, have mer-cy up - on us.
3 O God, Holy Spir - it,  have mer-cy up - on us.
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Vie - me to, Pa - ne Bo - Ze nds, Ze sa na
Your heart, O God, is grieved, we  know, by ev - ry
Your arms ex - tend, O Christ, to save from sting of
(0] lav - ish Giv - er, come to aid  the chil - dren
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nds hries - nych hne - vds, sved - i o tom  smrt’
e - il ev - ry woe; up - on your cross - for -
death and grasp of  grave; your scars be - fore the
that  your word has  made. Now make us grow and
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ne - vin - nd Tvoj - ho je - di - né - ho Sy - na.
sak - en  Son our death is laid, and peace is won.
Fa - ther move his heart to mer - cy at  such love.
help us pray; bring joy and com - fort, come to  stay.
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Text: Jifi Tranovsky, 1591-1637; tr. Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919 ZNAME TO, PANE BOZE NAS
Music: Tranoscius, 1636; arr. Michal Kutzky, 1828-1899 Irregular

Tr. © 1970 Concordia Publishing House




